
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

           Naturion West, LLC 
 

St. Louis District 
Permit Application No. MVS-2025-395 

 
WETLAND COMPENSATORY MITIGATION BANK PROPOSAL 

 
Interested parties are hereby notified that the Naturion West, LLC (Sponsor) has 
requested under their approved Umbrella Mitigation Banking Program Instrument (File 
Number: MVS-2020-652) and corresponding amendment; approval for an Umbrella 
Mitigation Bank site pursuant to 33 CFR 332 and 40 CFR 230 Compensatory Mitigation 
for Losses of Aquatic Resource; Final Rule (Federal Register / Vol. 73, No. 70 Pages 
19594-19705, April 10, 2008). 
 
APPLICANT: Naturion West, LLC 
 POC: Linden Graber 
 248 Southwoods Center 

 Columbia, Illinois 65261 
 
PROJECT LOCATION:  The Sponsor proposes a mitigation bank site (Olive Branch) 
within the Mississippi/Cache River Watershed, specifically in the Umbrella Mitigation 
Banking Program Instrument’s (UMBPI) Service Area F- Upper Mississippi-Cape 
Girardeau & Cache Service Area (UMCC). The subject site includes 35.4 acres and is 
located in the Southeast ¼ of Section 36, Township 15 South, Range 3 West in 
Alexander County, Illinois. The approximate center of the bank site is Latitude 
37.161234°, Longitude -89.385067°. 
 
AUTHORITY:  Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344), Section 10 of the 
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 403), the Illinois Interagency Wetland Policy 
Act of 1989 (17 Ill. Admin. Code 1090), and in compliance with requirements outlined in 
the April 10, 2008 Final Compensatory Mitigation Rule. Section 408 authorization is not 
required because there are no federal projects in or near the vicinity of the proposal. 
 
BANK OBJECTIVES:  The primary objective of the proposed mitigation bank is to 
provide compensatory mitigation credit to offset unavoidable losses of aquatic functions 
and services impacts to jurisdictional waters of the United States that occur within the 
bank service area consistent with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), Section 
10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA), Illinois Interagency Wetland Policy Act of 1989 
(IWPA), as well as improving the water quality and wildlife habitat functions at the 
mitigation bank site and the overall Cache River Basin. 
 

Applicant: 
POC: Linden Graber 

 Published: January 7, 2026 
 Expires:  February 6, 2026 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION/BANK ESTABLISHMENT:  The Sponsor seeks approval 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District (the District) and the 
Interagency Review Team (IRT); which is comprised of representatives from the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service; to establish the Olive Branch wetland mitigation bank. If 
approved, the Sponsor would make wetland mitigation credit available to Department of 
the Army permittees seeking to fulfill requirements to purchase compensatory mitigation 
credit to offset losses of aquatic functions and services. As proposed the Olive Branch 
Mitigation Bank could generate 30.3 wetland credits. 
 
The Bank Site consists of hydric soils and lies within the floodplain of the Mississippi 
River and the historical Cache River Basin. The site is hydrologically connected over a 
wide range of storm events through a series of agricultural drainages upstream of the 
Horseshoe Lake as well as high-water events within the Mississippi and Cache Rivers. 
The site is located 1.5-miles northwest of the Horseshoe Lake-Alexander State 
Conservation Area. The Bank Site will total 35.4 acres and will be developed with 
multiple types of habitat features: hardwood bottomland forest (3.0 acres), 
cypress/tupelo swamp (10.8) and emergent wetland habitat (16.5 acres), as well as 
hydrologic and water quality wetland functions. 
 
The forested wetlands will focus on reestablishing native cypress/tupelo forest but will 
include the establishment of bottomland hardwood species, planted in accordance with 
the St. Louis District Tree Planting Guidance. To accommodate unpredictable flooding, 
the site plan incorporates a diverse mix of vegetation capable of tolerating a wide range 
of water levels. Hydrologic improvements will focus on re-establishing floodplain 
depressional areas within the tree planting zones. Raised beds (berms) constructed 
from existing soils will be built to a compacted height of 8 to 10 inches, with a minimum 
base width of 5 feet and a flat crown approximately 14 inches high. Berms will be 
spaced approximately 40 feet apart to allow natural flood flows and prevent water 
impoundment during heavy rainfall. Rows of trees will be planted between berms at a 
spacing of 20x20 feet. Shrub species will be planted throughout the proposed tree 
planting areas. 
 
The emergent wetland component will focus on restoring hydrology to historical low-
lying areas, extending periods of soil saturation and standing water that will support a 
variety of native herbaceous vegetation throughout the year and support migratory and 
endemic wetland species that utilize the area. 
 
The project site is currently enclosed by constructed levees approximately 5 to 6 feet in 
height along the northern, eastern, and western boundaries. The project sponsor 
proposes to selectively lower portions of the northern levee in areas with minimal 
vegetation to facilitate water inflow and outflow to the site. Excavated material from this 
activity will be reused within the higher elevation areas of the site to enhance soil 
conditions and support oak planting survival. To prevent any potential hydrologic impact 
or trespass onto the adjacent parcel to the south, the sponsor will construct a cross-
levee approximately 5 to 6 feet in height along the southern boundary of the site. The 



material required for this cross-levee will be sourced from the excavation of a small 
borrow area within the project site, an activity that will concurrently improve site 
hydrology in that area. 
 
Additionally, the project includes the installation of an elevated open drain in the 
southeast corner of the site. This feature will enable efficient water discharge from the 
project area and will be extended beneath the existing roadway/berm located along the 
eastern boundary. 
 
These efforts will restore a diverse wetland habitat, enhancing the ecological value of 
the Horseshoe Lake area and the greater Mississippi and Cache River basins. 
 
A copy of the complete Olive Branch Mitigation Site Plan is available upon request from 
our office. 
 
SERVICE AREA:  The proposed service area for the bank site falls within the UMBPI 
Service Area F- Upper Mississippi-Cape Girardeau & Cache Service Area (UMCC), 
within the Illinois boundaries of the St. Louis District. 
 
LOCATION MAPS AND DRAWINGS:  See attached. In addition, the project plans may 
be viewed in color and in more detail by visiting the Public Notice section of our website 
at: https://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Public-Notices/. Please select 
Public Notice number MVS-2025-395. 
 
BANK SITE NEED/TECHNICAL FEASIBILITY/ECOLOGICAL SUITABILITY: The 
proposed mitigation bank site is strategically located 1.5 miles northwest of Horseshoe 
Lake in Alexander County. It is directly connected to the lake and the greater Mississippi 
River system through a network of permanent drainage ditches. This prime location 
places the project within the historic Cache River Basin, a significant watershed in 
southernmost Illinois. 
 
The project's location within the Cache River Basin is its most defining feature. This 
basin is not just a local waterway; it is a vital ecological anchor for the entire state 
providing a unique ecosystem spanning 737 square miles. The Cache River forms 
Illinois’ largest wetland complex. It contains America’s northernmost cypress-tupelo 
swamp and preserves an incredible 91% of the state's remaining high-quality swamp 
and wetland communities. This rich landscape provides critical habitat for over 100 
state-listed threatened and endangered species, making its protection essential for 
Illinois's natural heritage. In 1996, the Cache River Basin was designated a Wetland of 
International Importance under the Ramsar Convention, acknowledging its irreplaceable 
value to the State. 
 
The need for this project arises from the unique opportunity to restore and expand upon 
this world-class ecological resource. The sponsor specifically selected this site to 

https://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Public-Notices/


expand the specialized cypress-tupelo and forested wetland habitats that make the 
Cache River Basin unique. By establishing a permanent mitigation bank, the sponsor 
will ensure long-term stewardship and protection of these restored resources. 
 
The restoration plan is designed to be ecologically self-sustaining after the initial 
construction and monitoring periods, adding a resilient and valuable new component to 
the local wetland complex. 
 
LONG TERM MANAGEMENT:  The bank site will be protected in perpetuity under a 
USACE approved conservation easement that will be filed and recorded with the 
Alexander County, Illinois County Recorder of Deeds. 
 
Once performance standards are met and annual monitoring is discontinued, the 
Sponsor will enter into a contractual arrangement with the long-term steward, Lovelace 
Custom Services, LLC, to manage the site for conservation consistency with adaptive 
management principles pursuant to the provisions of 33 CFR 332.7(c). This will include 
addressing any serious conditions that threatens project integrity consistent with the 
approved adaptive management principles and repairing or replacing damaged signs or 
structures. To ensure sufficient resources are available for long-term management of 
the site, the Sponsor will secure a long-term management fund with sufficient funds for 
the long-term steward to manage the site. 
 
WATER RIGHTS:  No federal, state or local agency has regulations governing water 
rights for this type of project at this location. There are no known plans for any entity to 
consume so much water upstream of the Bank that would alter stream flow or regime. 
 
AGENCY REVIEW:  The Corps of Engineers is participating in this matter as the chair 
of an Interagency Review Team (IRT). The IRT consists of the Corps of Engineers (St. 
Louis), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. The project would require Section 404 
of the Clean Water Act authorization prior to the proposed construction. If approved, the 
proposed bank could provide wetland credit for future, Section 404 of the CWA, Section 
10 of the RHA or IWPA authorized projects that require compensatory mitigation. 
Formal authorization of the bank proposal occurs through Corps approval of a Mitigation 
Banking Instrument. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES:  A review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Information 
for Planning and Consultation website has been completed and the following species 
were identified to potentially be present in the project vicinity: The endangered Gray Bat 
(Myotis grisescens), Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis), Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis), proposed endangered Tricolored Bat (Perimyotis sublfavus), 
experimental population Whooping Crane (Grus americana) and candidate species 
Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus). In compliance with the Endangered Species 
Act and the Illinois-Iowa SLOPES Agreement, a preliminary determination has been 
made that the project “May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect” the four (4) bat 
species and “Not Likely to Jeopardize the Continued Existence” of the Whooping Crane 
and Monarch Butterfly. No critical habitat will be adversely affected by the project. The 



Corps will be coordinating its SLOPES determination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and as the applicant will take measures to minimize any potential effects of the 
project during construction. In order to further complete our evaluation, written 
comments are solicited by this public notice from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
other interested agencies and individuals. 
 
The IDNR EcoCAT database was consulted for information concerning the presence of 
state-listed threatened or endangered species, Illinois Natural Area Inventory sites, 
dedicated Illinois Nature Preserves, or registered Land and Water Reserves within the 
vicinity of the project location. The EcoCAT contains records for the Indiana Bat (Myotis 
sodalis) in the vicinity of the project location (IDNR Project #2600200). In a letter dated 
July 9, 2025, IDNR stated that they “evaluated this information and concluded that 
adverse effects are unlikely. Therefore, consultation under 17 Ill. Adm. Code Part 1075 
is terminated.” 
 
CULTURAL RESOURCES & TRIBAL TRUST:  The District requested that the Sponsor 
provide a reconnaissance survey of the proposed mitigation bank boundary to 
investigate  and provide an informed analysis of potential affects. The Sponsor is 
planning a Phase I Cultural Resource Survey by a certified archaeologist which is 
expected to be completed as soon as field conditions allow. Once the survey is 
completed, USACE will review the results and provide a determination of potential 
impact that will be coordinated with the Indian Tribes and  Illinois State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO). 
 
WHO SHOULD REPLY:  The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the 
public; Federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other 
interested parties to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any 
comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether 
to approve the proposed bank. Any comments received will be distributed to the 
members of the IRT. Comments should be submitted on or before the expiration date 
specified at the top of page 1. Comments should bear upon the adequacy of plans and 
suitability of locations and should, if appropriate, suggest any changes considered 
desirable. Any person may also request a public hearing. The request must be 
submitted in writing to the District Engineer within the designated comment period of the 
notice and must state the specific reasons for requesting the public hearing. 
 
REPLY TO THE CORPS ENGINEERS:  Comments or questions concerning this notice 
may be directed to Tyson Zobrist via phone (314-331-8578), email 
(Tyson.J.Zobrist@usace.army.mil), or by writing to the following address: US Army 
Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District, ATTN: Tyson Zobrist-RD, 1222 Spruce Street, St. 
Louis Missouri 63103-2818. 
 
COMPLETE PROSPECTUS:  The complete prospectus can be found on our public 
website at: https://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Public-Notices/. 
Please select Public Notice number MVS-2025-395. Hard copies are also available by 
request. 
 

https://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Public-Notices/


To join our public notice mailing list and receive all of our Public Notices 
electronically, please email your request to: MVS-Regulatory@usace.army.mil and 
include your name, email, and phone number with your statement of request to be 
added to the Public Notice mailing list. 
 
Attachments: 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE TO POSTMASTERS: 
It is requested that this notice be conspicuously and continually placed for 30 days from 
the date of this issuance of this notice. 

mailto:MVS-Regulatory@usace.army.mil
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