Round Goby Neogobius melanostomus
In the Upper Mississippi River
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Life History

- Size: 7 inches (12”7 in native range)

- Broad tolerance for water temp, salinity,
poor water quality, and habitat types.

- Dietary generalists — insects, crayfish,
mussels, fish and fish eggs.

- Prolific — spawn every 20 days April — Sept.

- Life span — 4 years
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

Round Goby
(Neogobius melanostomus)
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Pennsylvania , i
S Neogobius melanostomus

The round pody iz a mmall, ut' agpressive Botiom-shwelling fih thar grows rapidly and

reproduces several dmes fm one spavwning seasen. It it @ huge threar to North American
agualc econysicns Secause i & adaptable fo & wide ramge of emviromomenial condifions, and
il i jurss abowet anyshing alive dhar will fit in it mowuik.

Iustrasion coriey of Ulis S Grast

SPECIES DESCRIPTION Sculpin ,
Riremd gobios hvs 3 522t bood and o barge roead head with thick (Myoxocephalus octodecemspinosus)
lips and Ertmctive Sog-Hos mised ayes. They cam mach wp fo 2.5
= — o (10 m) m lemgsh ax adels, but ae usmally low on 18 om (7 5=)
f' B - in the Crean Lakes. Fomealos and immornrs males are a solid sl
S - SoUp B R [ v (o e \ '*?—‘-'-{'_ ey mottied with hlack and browm spot. Spmming males tom
Wk e e e ‘:%L’ih alrsost solid bhack Toro distizgiching chamcteristics of rmnd
Eotins are 2 single, scallop-shaped pelvic £a and & distactis bilack
i spat bocaied oo the domal fin.
ﬁ < : T Foexsd gobias chosaly resamible the nathe motded soulpin, b
& Sl e e g T e tono species can be sasdly separated by looking af the pehic

s Tre sepamated patvic Sns compared o tha i
1 fornd om the rovmd gobry: The sculpin also b

O o it found on the dorsal fin of the round golry:
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; ; & INTRODUCED RANG o
e nachn to Eumasia in the Black, Capiam, amd -
g I ) ﬁ S E: H E: E E:S.. 2rias. Thary weme Srit discovered i the St Clais Round GOby are InvaS|ve
- zably released during ballast water axchazges . 2 y
. They brvs e mmad mall ot e, 10€ ROUNA Goby is a small, invasive fish
ocking e v inlznd through rreers and . . .
ryioectn. o o iy v e thAt has spread into Missouri waters. It
fouarias, The S imbd eccmmcs Py can out-compete native fish for food
in 3010t the Fainiesr Gervel Pit n Frie Co . "
and habitat, and may consume native

fish eggs and young.

¥ & SPREAD

phio: ofion resanthilo toexl bair S and can'he
s and fuharmsen who carry theen oo ons bo
thar & bt uckets, bdles water, and on phnt ¢
sutablizh and spam Som Aprl o Septenther, W How You can Help
1 mmiitiple nests o pamn with wvenl diffsnt " "
das el the secis cmprodics 2 rmsm.— Did you catch a Goby? Don't release it Round Gob

back into the water. Take photos and This fish can grow up to 10 inches in length,
email MDC with details about the catch. though 3-6 inch fish are more common

The distinctive feature of the Round Goby is its
Round Goby are illegal to possess or use fused pelvic(bottom)ifins.

as bait. Check your bait bucket to
prevent the accidental spread of round
goby. Use them as feed for eagles and
other birds of prey by tossing them well

&7)&58? PUUEE DEPhRTMENT above the shoreline. .

Report sightings and \ Sculpin are native fish that look similar to the
send photos to MDC \ imasive routvigobd, R
a Sculpir N e distinguished from gobies

90by@de.mo.gov TeSOUR]

by their separate vic (bottom) fin
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Impacts

* Diet overlap with small benthic fishes
e Compete for spawning sites

e Consume juvenile mussels

* Raid nests of native species
 Decreased number of native species

e Recovery of Lake Erie Water Snake
 Abundant prey for sportfish



Impacts

* Angler annoyance at high by-catch rates of Gobies
* Closure of SMB season during spawn
* Menasha Lock closed to navigation

e Favored baitfish
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Amur Goby



Highfin Goby



Questions?




	Round Goby Neogobius melanostomus in the Upper Mississippi River
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	- Size: 7 inches (12” in native range)�- Broad tolerance for water temp, salinity, 	poor water quality, and habitat types.�- Dietary generalists – insects, crayfish, 	mussels, fish and fish eggs.�- Prolific – spawn every 20 days April – Sept.�- Life span – 4 years
	First report in North America – 1990 in the St. Clair River 
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Highfin Goby
	Questions?

