
Cache River Joint Venture Partnership:
Past, Present, and Future

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/




Watershed Map & Acreage

https://www.illinoisfloodmaps.org/images/wsCacheRiver_HUC8_10_12.jpg





Cache River Watershed 
Physiographic Regions

• Ozarks
• Interior Low Plateau
• Upper East Gulf Coastal 

Plain
• Mississippi River 

Alluvial Plain







Water flow in the Cache River



Conservation History

• Citizens to save the Cache River
• The Nature Conservancy
• State Natural Area (1987)
• Cypress Creek NWR (1990)
• Original MOU 1993

• US Fish & Wildlife Service, Ducks 
Unlimited, Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, The Nature 
Conservancy



Objectives
• A. To protect natural habitat and endangered species, and restore and manage habitat for waterfowl and other native 
fish and wildlife within the Cache River watershed;

• B. To assist in accomplishing the objectives of the North American Waterfowl Management Plan, the Lower Mississippi 
Valley Joint Venture, and the Illinois Natural Areas Plan by designing, acquiring and managing an ecological reserve as a 
public/private joint venture;

• C. To protect certain unique cultural importance identified Landmark program and/or the Inventory; areas of ecological 
and by the National Natural Illinois Natural Areas

• D. To protect important or unique natural features including, but not limited to: especially old or large individual trees, 
rookeries and nesting areas, and scenic areas er views;

• E. To protect and improve the condition and functional integrity of the entire Cache River ecosystem by improving land 
use and natural resource management practices on both public and private lands within the watershed; and

• F.  To facilitate coordination and cooperation among public agencies and private interests in planning and implementing 
new and existing conservation programs in the Cache River watershed; To facilitate coordination and cooperation among 
public agencies and private interests in planning and implementing new and existing conservation programs in the Cache 
River watershed;



The Joint Venture Partneship’s mission is to protect and restore 
the Cache River’s natural ecosystem and to provide 

recreational experiences in ways that are compatible with 
continued human use of the watershed.



• To facilitate coordination and cooperation among 
public agencies and private interests in planning 
and implementing new and existing conservation 
programs in the Cache River Watershed. 

• To protect and improve the condition and 
functional integrity of the entire Cache River 
ecosystem by improving land use and natural 
resource management practices on both public 
and private land within the watershed. 

• To protect natural habitat and endangered species, 
and restore and manage habitat for waterfowl and 
native fish and wildlife within the Cache River 
watershed. 

• To assist in accomplishing the objectives of the 
North American Waterfowl Management Plan, the 
Central Hardwoods Joint Venture, and the Illinois 
Natural Areas Plan by designing, acquiring, and 
managing an ecological reserve as a public/private 
joint venture. 

• To protect certain unique areas of ecological and 
cultural importance identified by the National 
Natural Landmark program and/or the) Illinois 
Natural Areas Inventory; and To protect important 
or unique natural features including, but not 
limited to especially old or large individual trees, 
rookeries and nesting areas, and scenic areas or 
views.





• Lower Cache River Swamp
• Est. 1980
• Private, state, and federal ownership; 1,347 acres

• Heron Pond-Little Black Slough Natural Area
• Est. 1972
• State ownership; 6,439 acres



• Designated a RAMSAR Wetland of 
International Importance due to 
species diversity in 1996



https://libguides.lib.siu.edu/c.php?g=778058&p=5580165



Current Collaboration







Moving 
Forward
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