


No no…not 
those 
muscles 
but these 
mussels



Mussels 
“The 
Livers of 
the River”

• ~69 found in Missouri 
• ~50 species found in the Upper Mississippi River 

• Some species have been documented to be 
100+ years old 

• Natural biological filters obtaining their food 
from the water 

• Benthic and generally sedentary 
• Most need natural flow and temperatures
• Almost all require fish hosts  
• Bioindicator of water quality 





















Mississippi 
River Mussel 
Surveys 

• Past Surveys 

• 2022 Survey 



2022 
Mussel 
Survey 
Sites 



Dive 
Surveys  







**Preliminary** 
Finding/Results 

• ~24 Species Total 
• 1 State Endangered 
• 5 Species of Conservation 

Concern 



Pool 24 

• Fool’s Creek
• Hadley-McRaney
• Spectaclecase Bed
• Louisiana Riverfront
• Dr. Anderson’s 

Mussel Bed

Common Name Status 

Black Sandshell SOCC

Butterfly Common but restricted

Deertoe Common

Ebony Shell State Endangered, SOCC

Fawnsfoot Common

Fingernail Clam Common

Fragile Papershell Common

Giant Floater Common

Hickorynut SOCC

Mapleleaf Common

Monkeyface Common

Mucket Common

Pimpleback Common 

Pink Heelsplitter Common

Pink Papershell Common

Plain Pocketbook Common

Rock Pocketbook SOCC

Threehorn Wartyback Common

Threeridge Common

Wabash Pigtoe Common

Wartyback SOCC

Washboard Common

White Heelsplitter Common

Yellow Sandshell Common



Pool 25 
• Clarksville 

Common Name Status 

Black Sandshell SOCC

Butterfly Common but restricted

Deertoe Common

Fragile Papershell Common

Hickorynut SOCC

Mapleleaf Common

Monkeyface Common

Paper Pondshell Common

Pimpleback Common 

Pink Heelsplitter Common

Plain Pocketbook Common

Round Pigtoe Common

Threehorn Wartyback Common

Threeridge Common

Wartyback SOCC

Washboard Common

White Heelsplitter Common

Yellow Sandshell Common



To be continued……  



Annie Hentschke
Fisheries Biologist
Missouri Department of Conservation
Hannibal, MO 63401
Annie.Hentschke@mdc.mo.gov
573-248-2530 
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