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•DONN.  JOHNSON: 	"A , new.announcement tonight that a 

mountain of r.--- cioxctive debris may have a permanent'home right 

bete in St. Louis if the Department' of Energy has its Way. 	The 

DOE's plans are still .  hot off the press but 2 NewsTeam:s Eartnvkatrn 

reporter Bruce Gordon says opposition is quickly mounting." 
• 1 

BRUCE GORDON: 	"Tke waste is a legacy of the Manhattan 

Project, America's first attempt to build an atomic bomb. Uranium 

prnring here in St. Louis left behind 650,000 fmbir yards of 

radioactive soil, now buried at three.local sites, including .a 
22 acre . 01nt just.  north.of Lambert Field, The DOE wants to 

:consolidate all znreee sites into one at Lambert and cover up 

Askthe waste at a cost of anout $250 million. 	Snipping .  the waste 

to stOrage facilities in Utah would cost $600 million." 

Vo -HoP of DAVID ADLER (DOE site manager): 	i n  ry OP.7717:'Jl 

' its difficult to justi .fy:the expenses of shipping it zo a remote. 

site.' 

CON3. JIM TALENT ;..Chesterfield): 	uThis  is - clearly.the 

worst thing to do." 

GORDON: 	"Congressman Jim.Telent says he's' stunned oy tne .  • 

DOE's racc.mmencation. If the debris is a threat to health and.. 
safety. he wants it -shipped to a remote site whatever tne cost: and 

i .sn't a serious tnreet Talent suggests it be left where it 

is and mohitored.h 	 • 

. 	TALENT: 	."Why disrupt neighborhoods, scare people, have 

all . the guys in with the moon - suits.to pick it Up and dump it 

three.or four miles away .in •another populated area?. It doesn.'t 

make a lot of sense to me:" 

GORDON: 	"Nor to many others in St. Louis. 	Referendum 

votes and comments from elected officials make it clear the 

public . wants the radioactive waste moved. The DOE's new 

announcement has activists sounding the alarm." 

• • 

rt.A/ Drv=Y (nuclear activist): 	"Every citizen has got 

to act as if:there's.no other citizen who's going to do anything. 
• 
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mean we all h=v0 to t 	sort Of 7.   Ot on 	Pna try to ge ,_ 
through to our elected offibials and beg :nem for help Dr! this." 

•uumuuN: 	"It is not too 	at 	for Puolic action to make 
a diffPrPncP. 	ThP au' 	now in the hands of tnP 
;:nvirnmPnial?.7- rotection AA.aency. 	A final ruling on what to dh 
witn 311 O. 	this aebris is probably a couple of years Pnh many 
public hearinas away." 

• 
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DAN GRAY:' "Some St. Louis residents are fighting mad 

tonight because of. plans to transform land near Lambert Airport. 

"As NewsChannel 5' . s.  Michelle Hofiand reports the 

government . wints to store atomic waste on the. site.." 

. 	• 	• 	 • . 	 . 	1 	 . 
MICHELLE:  HOFLAND:- "The.engery.department Pp..ys.bPnPath 

the weeds and dirt on this land just north of LambPrt Airport is 
racioactive waste that came from a Mallinckroct * plant in St. 	• 

inuts. 	Now thP energy department wants to build a bunker nerP 

• Pnh dump. a million more cubic yards of radioacti -ve dirt inside . 

• it. 

	

	it will come from ContaMinated sites that date .back to th. ,  .. 
'PvPlopmPnt of thP a-thmic bomb in .t ■-:P 1 .7140s. 

11, 	. . 

DREY ;envirohmentalist): 	"It gives off a certain 

of radioactivity, celled alpha particles that are known' to .  oe 
• extremely dangerous. 	We don't want it near. peopIP, and•wP hon't 

want it near water." 

• 

HOFLAND: 	"The.Department of Engery sa.S..s this is the best 

site 7:on the atomic waste. 	At the sign say s this 	and 7..'S already 

contaminated, not only that beneath the gro und there's already a .  

natural clay barrier and that -should be pre vent the cOntaminants 

from seeping 'any deeper. . Also this size is closer to the other 

site.. 	The contaminants will not have to ha uled . a long.distance. 

The soil is.tontaminated with uranium which will be around for 

billions of years but the energy department says despite that 	• 

the site won't poSe much of a health risk. 

OF DAVID ALDER (site nanager): 	"We don't think it 
is very dangerous as long as Peopie jdon't grow crops in it or 

engage in activities that would cause them to ingest or inhale 

large quantities of it." 

HOFLAND: 	"Opponents disagree and insist any site miles 

•

way from a large population would be much better than this.. 

"In north county,. Michelle Hafland, NewsChannel 5." 
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liRA'y: 	"Now the C'epaftme•z of Energy ssys :he Public osn 
rommPnz about t7:e proposed site at a mAetinc this sprinc. 	The 
:OE will make its final decision and begin cleanup.of the atomic .  
waste by next winter.' 
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