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IBRAPIbudget trimmed;-DOE seeks cost-effective cleanups
As parr of the national effort by the Administration and Congress to reduce the deficit and
streamline government, the Department of Energy recently announced a strategic realignment
and downsizing initiative. Congress also is in the midst of the appropriations process for the FY '96
budget year, which begins Ocfober 1, 1995.

Artendees of the National Summit in May will recall that DOE officials projected an increasing
budget for FUSRAP. At that fime our budget planning figures were: FY.'95, $74.1 million; FY '96,
$85.2 million; FY '97, $129.1 million. As a result of the actions described above, these budge
projections are being reduced. The FY '95 reduction is 3.2 percent. For FY '96, based on the
recent House actions, our budget would drop by 10.4 percent; final congressional action is
expected by the end of Seprember.

For FY '97, the Administration is sfill formulafing its budget proposal that will go fo the
Congress in January 1996, but ar this stage, the DOE request to the Office of Management and
Budget will reflect a reduction of 32 percent from rhe earlier projections.

Despite these reductions, FUSRAP officials expect to have sufficient funds fo maintain a vigorous
cleanup program, focusing on final actions ar a number of small sites and inferim actions af the
larger sites, such as St. Louis.

"The fiscal realities facing the DOE put aun even greater emphasis on our shared rasks of finding
protective, cost-effective cleanup approaches at major sites that are acceprable fo the affecred

munities," observed DOE Site Manager David Adler. "Public involvement is an essential

gredient in this process.”
WECUISICoUnty resident joins’ EMAD's FUSRAP committee

The FUSRAP Commifttee of DOE's Environmental Management Advisory Board (EMADB) met for
the first time in St. Louis earlier this summer. The EMAB was established to serve as a board of
advisors to assist DOE Assistant Secretary Thomas Grumbly on various program issues.

The FUSRAP commifttee of EMADB was formed to allow Mr. Grumbly to give the program
appropriate affention as it pursues its nationwide mission. A major goal of the committee, as
defined ar the National Sralkeholders Summit, is to propose a set of general principles for guiding
rthe implementation of DOE's FUSRAP efforts. The principles will promote consistent and cost-
effective remedies across FUSRAP projects.

St. Louis' own Sally Price has been named to the FUSRAP Committee. Price also serves on the
3r. Louis Site Remediation Task Force.

For more information, please contact Jeff Weaver, U.S. Department of Energy EM-5,

1000 Independence Ave., 5.W., Washington, D.C. 20585, (202) 586-4400.
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eggationjattends:national FUSRAP summit
More than 60 FUSRAP site stakeholders from around the country convened in Washington
May 2-3 for the first FUSRAP National Stakeholders Summit. The independently facilitated event
consisted of brealsour groups and plenary sessions with DOE Environmental Management officials.
QSummir participants identified and prioritized values and issues and. developed action plans. The
major issues were funding, cleanup criteria, risk, remedy selection and community
acceprance. ‘ ‘
Representing the St. Louis Site were: Rita Bleser, City of St. Louis; Kay Drey, Remediation Task -
Force (RTF); Jim Dwyer, RTF facilitator; Mayor David Farquharson, Hazelwood and RTF; June
. Fowler, St. Louis County; Mayor Jean Monrgomery, Berlkeley and RTF; Sally Price, RTF; Elsa Steward,
MDNR and RTF; Conn Roden, County Department of Health and RTF; and Alan Wehmeyer, EPA.
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Initial leb tesfts show promise

In @ recent test, researchers were able o
remove 99.5 percent of the radioactive materials
from a sample of contaminated St. Louis Site soil.
The test was one of several being conducted for
DOE by the Clemson Technical Cenrer Laboratory
in South Carolina ro help determine the
tfreatability of soils ar the St. Louis site.

The 99.5 percent separafion was achieved
using chelants (pronounced key'-lants). Chelants
are chemical agents thar can surround and “grab”
radioactive particles and metals so thar they can
be selectively removed from the rest of the soil.
(One chelant, EDTA, is sometimes used by
doctors to freat patients who have high levels of
lead or other heavy metals in their bloodstream.)

The stakes for treatment are high. The
St. Louwiis Site contains an estimated 800 million
cubic yards of confaminated soil, enough 1o flli
Busch Stadium. "The challenge,” says DOE site

manager Dave Adler, "is to turn one very large
pile of contaminated soil info two piles — a
smaller one containing most of the radio-acfivity
and a larger one consisting of clean dirt." Adler
stressed that although encouraging, the Clemson
rests are preliminary and require further
verification.

Another technique studied by the Clemson
researchers has shown less promise. Soil
separation, in which soil particles are physically
separated and sorted by size, appears to leave
significant amounts of confamination in all the
size fractions.

Whether treatment will actually save money
is @ question future fests will help determine. If
the removal efficiency of chelants is confirmed
and the chemical agents can be recycled
effecrively, the costs of the various disposal -
alrernatives may be significantly reduced.
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roveyenrs made by the tenant last year
duced several piles of oil confaminated dirt,
ing one with radiation mixed in. The
ed" pile, located in the rear of the

disposed of in a licensed disposal facility. Yy
" pdate is issued periadically ta infarm St. Lauis residents abaut
.In Se'prember ’ DQE excovqred additional cumenr activities an the conraminared sires in the Sr. Lauis area thar are
radioactively contaminated soil from the front of slored far cleanup under the U.S. Department af Energy’s Farmerly Utilized

t roperty al ong Lorry Avenue. That remedial Sires Remedial Actian Pragram (FUSRAP). These sites were cantaminared
'3 . during the early days of the natian’s aramic enerqy program.
< is complete :
_ . ar mare infarmatrian abaur the FUSRAP sire in St. Lauis,
Anothe: f.ommerclol vicinity property also was <all the DOE Public Information Center.
cleaned up in September. Approximately 1,450 9170 Lamy Avenue, Derkeley, MO 63134.

cubic yards of soils were loaded onto 20 gondola Telephane (314) 524-4083.
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