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his brochure is published by the
United States Department of
Energy (DOE). It explains the
origins, goals, and accomplish-

ments of the Department’s
Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial
Action Program (FUSRAP), a
major environmental effort to
clean up sites contaminated from
past activities involving radio-
active materials. FUSRAP has
made significant progress in
cleaning up these sites and
ensuring that they meet today’s
environmental standards. This
brochure is intended to provide
members of the public, govern-
ment officials, and affected
property owners with basic
information about FUSRAP and
to improve understanding of the

program’s goals and activities.






ecause of the disposal methods

and the subsequent demolition of
buildings and earthmoving activities
over the years, most of the radioactive
wastes became dispersed throughout
large volumes of soil and rubble.
At some sites, wastes were spread by
erosion or wind, and many offsite
arcas be¢ame contaminated. In
addition, contamination remained on
walls and building surfaces.

In the years since the war, as scientists
have learned more about radiation,
the waste disposal practices of the
1940s and 1950s are no longer

acceptable. Consequently, those
older sites—formerly used sites—
must be cleaned up, and the
cleanup is the responsibility of the
Department of Energy, the agency
that evolved from the Manhattan
Project and the Atomic Energy
Commission (AEC). To clean up the
sites, the Formerly Utilized Sites
Remedial Action Program, FUSRAP,
was started in 1974,












Ithough each site is different,
there is a general sequence
of events through which
FUSRAP operates to clean up
contaminated sites.

\
The first step, already |
mentioned, is to research
“historical records and ,
review information
submitted by the public
‘or industry to identify
sites used in the
Manhattan Project
and Atomic Energy
Commission programs.
This historical review process

- . has almost-been

completed.

.DOE must determine if it is responsible for
the site. In some cases, for example, sites
might be the responsibility of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) or the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). Once a
site is identified as a
formerly utilized site,
DOE assesses whether
.it is contaminated and
what priority it should

them into compliance wi
today’s standards. This us
requires stabilizing and/or
disposing of all contami-
nated material. All work
must be performed in
accordance with applicable
federal, state, and local environ-
mental laws. When remedial
action is complete, DOE

obtains independent
certification that the sites e S ot
comply with accepted guidelines.™

" In making decisions
about remedial
action at
FUSRAP sites,

DOFE’s processes
comply with two
major environ-
mental laws. The
first is the Compre-
hensive Environmental
Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act
(CERCLA), also known as
Superfund. The second is
the National Environmental
Policy Act, or NEPA. These laws ensure th
projects like FUSRAP are conducted in an:
environmentally sound manner and that
members of the public have opportunities
to participate.

(
Certain FUSRAP sites have been placed on

EPA’s National Priorities List (NPL). For those
sites, DOE and EPA consult with affected
states and enter into an agreement to spell
out roles and responsibilities and establish
timetables. The environmental cleanup
process for FUSRAP is the same process

used by EPA for all sites on the NPL.

The first part of the process is an investiga-
tion to obtain a clear picture of the con-
tamination problems that exist at a site.
This usually involves taking surface soil
samples and/or drilling sampling holes to
measure levels of contamination at a site
and determine exactly where the contami-
nation is located.

After data are collected and ana-
lyzed, options for cleaning up the
site are evaluated. This evaluation L
options leads to a plan for cleaning up the
site. If the planned cleanup option has the
potential to affect the public or the environ-













comments regarding FUSRAP,
call DOE's toll-free number:

1-800 253-9759.

(Please leave a message

on the answering machine,
and a DOE representative

will return your call.)




	BATES:                     200.1e
SLDS1998AR_01.06_0080_a


