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Corps of Engineers Begins Removing the 
FUSRAP St. Louis Airport Site (SLAPS) Radium Pits 

The St. Louis District, Corps of Engineers has begun cleaning up low-level radioactive 
contamination from an area of the St. Louis Airport Site (SLAPS) commonly referred to as 
the Radium Pits. 

During the 1940s and 50s, FUSRAP-related residues from the separation of uranium ores 
were stored on SLAPS. The Corps knew elevated levels of radium and thorium resulting 
from the storage of residues created by the uranium ore separation process were present in 
this area. 

In September 1999, the Corps performed additional tests to assess potential safety and 
geology concerns. Valuable radiological and geotechnical data was obtained for 
developing work plans to address the area's conditions. 

Significantly less radium and more thorium than expected were found. The lower radium 
concentration resulted in reduced concern over radon. 

SLAPS is located immediately to the north of the Lambert-St. Louis Airport and east of 
Lindbergh Boulevard in the curve next to McDonnell Boulevard. 

Work Plans for this removal action were developed to remove approximately 29,000 cubic 
yards of contaminated soils to an out-of-state, permitted disposal facility by July 3, 2000. 
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