DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ST. LOUIS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
8945 LATTY AVENUE
BERKELEY, MISSOURI 63134

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF: December 12, 2000

Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program

Mr. Richard R. Cavanagh

Director, Division of Administration
and Planning

111 South Meramec Avenue
Clayton, MO 63105

The purpose of this letter is to inform the St. Louis Oversight Committee of the United
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) efforts to excavate radioactively contaminated
soil up to the edge of pavement for St. Louis County Highways and Traffic Division
(SLCHTD) owned and operated roads in North St. Louis County. The affected roads are
McDonnell Boulevard and Banshee Road, which are impacted by contamination USACE
is addressing under the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP).
Currently, USACE does not have SLCHTD permission to remove contaminated soils in
the nine to ten foot zone between the shoulder and edge of pavement for the travel lanes.
USACE would like assistance from the St. Louis Oversight Committee in obtaining

‘ SLCHTD permission to remove contaminated soils up to the edge of the pavement for the
travel lane.

The USACE contractor, Stone and Webster, is currently removing contaminated soil at
the eastern end of the St. Louis Airport Site (SLAPS). The SLAPS is a 21.7 acre tract
bounded by McDonnell Boulevard to the north, Banshee Road to the south and
Coldwater Creek to the west in North St. Louis County. Prior to removing contaminated
soils from the east end, SLCHTD issued the USACE a permit approving excavation, with
shoring in some instances, to the edge of the road shoulder along McDonnell Boulevard.
Samples taken by USACE within the shoulder of McDonnell Boulevard, prior to the
design, showed no contamination present above the cleanup criteria defined in the St.
Louis Airport Site Engineering Evaluation / Cost Analysis (SLAPS EE/CA). As the
removal of contaminated soil has progressed, the USACE has discovered isolated areas
of soils with thorium concentrations that exceed the SLAPS EE/CA subsurface soil
cleanup criteria (15 picocuries per gram). This contamination extends under the road
shoulder an undetermined distance towards the edge of pavement along McDonnell
Boulevard. ‘

USACE met with SLCHTD on November 6, 2000 to request permission to remove
contaminated soils, in accordance with the SLAPS EE/CA, up to the edge of the traffic
lane. SLCHTD direction to USACE was to stop the removal of contaminated soil at the
shoulder of the road in accordance with the existing SLCHTD permit. The USACE has

. abided by this decision. The preference of SLCHTD is for the USACE to stop excavation
at the shoulder until such a time that the Record of Decision for the St. Louis North
County Sites defines a cleanup criteria for soils under roads. This document is currently
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expected to be complete in late 2001. SLCHTD considers the shoulder of the road to be a
“future” travel lane. ‘

In conclusion, the USACE requests the Oversight Committee’s assistance in obtaining
SLCHTD permission to remove contamination along the nine to ten foot area from the
shoulder to the edge of the traffic pavement along McDonnell Boulevard and Banshee
Road. This approach, based on stakeholder input, achieves risk goals and is the most cost
efficient, as the USACE contractor is mobilized and working at the location. Thank you
for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

' Sharon R. Cotner

FUSRAP Program Manager
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