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Janet and Bernard Becker 
 
 

Statement to the Project Manager, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

May 29, 2003 

We are sorry that we cannot attend tonight's meeting, but we wanted to get this statement 
to you. 

We are very pleased to see that you are planning more cleanup of the radioactive 
wastes that have been in North St. Louis Coimty for so long. It is outrageous that we are 
living next to some of the most dangerous radioactive spots in the country! We urge you 
to complete the necessary removal of this dreadful material, to the extent that it is 
technologically possible. The federal government owes Missouri's Department of 
Natural Resources all the funding necessary to help achieve safe, healthy soil and water 
conditions in this area and to maintain thorough monitoring oversight for as long as 
necessary. 

One of the most urgent parts of this cleanup is at the West Lake Landfill, which is in the 
Missouri River flood plain, and is upsteam of the Florissant and Chain of Rocks drinking 
water treatment plants. As residents of the City of St. Louis, our drinking water is at risk 
of contamination because it comes from the Missouri River. Cold Water Creek empties 
into the Missouri River, just upstream of the confluence of the Missouri and Mississippi 
Rivers. 

The longer it takes to clear this area, the more contamination will be spread. The recent 
flooding throughout Missouri should remind us that this dangerous situation must be 
eradicated as soon as feasible and as thoroughly as possible. 
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