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MEMORANDUM FOR THE UNDER SECRETARY 

Alvin L. Alm 
Assistant Secretaiy for 

Environmental Management: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 	 ACTION: Inquiries from Congressmen Clay, and Gephardt on 
the St. Louis Site Cleanup Effort 

• 

ISSUE: . 

SENSITIVITIES: 

• The St. Louis Site Remediation Task Force was formed in 
1994 to act as a liaison between the Department of Energy and 
the stakeholder community. Members of the Task Force • 
include locally elected officials, impacted private property 
owners, private citizens, representatives from Federal and State 
regulatory agencies, and public health officials. The,St. Louis 
Site Remediation Task Force is currently Preparing thefr final 
report to be submitted to the Department on a recommendation 
to be considered for the remediation of the St. Louis site. 

• 
,• 

The letter from Congressmen Clay and Gephardt strongly 
Urges the Department to implement a swift cleanup action in 
response to the Task Force's specific recommendations, 
streamline its cleanup operation, and to establish a dedicated 

management office, such as the Weldon -Spring site. 

i The Department of Energy recognizes that contaminated soil that 
) exists in the Sr. Louis area is a direct result of past research and 

development work conducted by predecessor agencies. The 
Department accepts the primary responsibility to address the 
remediation of the St. Louis sites currently under the Formerly 
Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program. 

 

  

To date, no .decisi6n has been reached for the final cleanup of the 
St. Louis sites. In the interim, cleanup of vicinity properties are 
ongoing and are typically prioritized by the St. Louis Site 
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Remediation Task Force. Vicinity/property cleanups are generally. 
based on the following priority: 

residential properties (all complete) 
active commercial propertieS before inactive/vacant properties . 
removal of,contamination from areas which require utility. 
access 
addresses areas which minimize the spread of contamination or 
recontamination 

Once the final submittal of the Task Force recommendation has 
been received by the Department, a meeting will be scheduled with 
the Task Force to discuss their recommendation. 

POLICY IMPACT: 	None 

RECOMMENDATION: 	Sign the attached letters to Congressmen Clay, and Gephardt. 

Concurrence: 	 Congressional/ ' 	 9 //24196 

• 

• 

• 
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The Under Secretary of Energy 

Washington, DC 20585 	. 

4.? W 10'12404 

September 23, 1996 

The Honorable William Clay 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Clay: 

I agree with your August 29, 1996, letter that we are on the verge of resolving the 
50-year Cold War legacy in the St. Louis area, and that seizing this opportunity to 
continue progress toward a workable agreement on a cleanup plan is important. 
Thanks to the hard work of the St. Louis Remediation Task Force, which has 
served as a forum for community dialogue, I am confident that we can soon begin 
a large-scale cleanup to protect public health and the environment at these sites. 

First, to respond to your specific recommendations, I will meet with the Task 
Force when it is mutually convenient. I agree that this will provide a vital 
opportunity to receive and discuss the Task Force's final report. 

Second, we intend to do everything possible to control costs so that a maximum 
amount of funding goes to actual on-the-ground cleanup, and , a minimum to 
overhead and management costs. We will examine which steps should be taken 
to ensure that cleanup project managers are where they can be accessible to the 
community on a daily basis., 

_ 
I would like to respond to your concerns regarding the Task Force's impact on the 
Department's decisions. We take the Task Force recommendations seriously. I 
put this effort in motiOn two years ago to develop acceptable and achievable goals 
that are protective of the community. 

Finally, as we develop a long-term cleanup plan, we will not wait to begin taking 
action. We intend to continue to take immediate action on the highest priorities to 
fully protect human health and the environment, such as ensuring that there is no 
migration from the St. Louis Airport site. To meet this commitment, we intend to 
significantly increase the fiscal year 1997 cleanup funding beyond the $15 million 
initially earmarked for these sites. I should note that our commitment to provide 
adequate funding for these critical St. Louis cleanup projects is difficult to 
maintain because of the congressional budget cuts in the fiscal year 1996 and 
fiscal year 1997 of $73 million and $59 million in the environmental cleanup 
budget account from which these sites are funded. • 



Sincerely, 

If You have further questions, please contact me or have a member of your staff 
contact Mr. Dirk FOrrister, Assistant Secretary for Congressional, Public, and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (202) 586-5506. 

Thomas P. Grumbly 

• 
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• The Under Secretary of 'Energy 
Washington, DC 20585 

September 23, 1996 

The Honorable Richard k Gephardt 	 / 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Gephardt: 

I agree with your August 29, 1996, letter that we are on the verge of resolving the 
50-year Cold War legacy in the St. Louis area, and that seizing this opportunity to 
continue progress toward a workable agreement on a cleanup plan is important. 
Thanks to the hard Work of the St. Louis Remediation Task Force, which has 
served as a forum for community dialogue, I Am confident that we can soon begin 
a large-scale cleanup to protect public health and the environment at these sites. 

First, to respond to your specific recommendations, I will meet with the Task 
Force when it is mutually convenient. I agree that this will provide a vita). • 	opportunity tO receive and discuss the Task Force's final report. 

Second, we intend, to do everything possible to control costs so that a maximum 
amount of funding goes to actual on-the-ground cleanup, and a minimum to 
overhead, and management costs. We will examine which steps should be taken 
to ensure that cleanup project manager's are where they can be accessible to the 
community on a daily(basis. -  

Department's decisio n's. We take the Task Force recommendations seriously. I 
I would like to resp

\
Onid to your concerns regarding the Task Force's impact on the 

put this effort in motion two years ago to‘develop acceptable and achievable goals 
that are protective of the community. 

Finally, as we develop a long-term cleanup, plan, we will not wait to begin taking 
action. We intend to continue to take immediate action on the highest priorities to 
fully protect human health and the environment, such as ensuring that there is no 
migration from the St. Louis Airport site: To meet this commitment, we intend to 
significantly increase the fiscal year. 1997 cleanup funding beyond the $15 million 
initially earmarked for these sites. I should note that our commitment to provide 
adequate funding for these critical St. Louis cleanup projects is difficult to 
maintain because of the congressional budget cuts in the fiscal year 1996 and 
fiscal year 1997 of $73 million and -$59 million in the environmental cleanup 
budget account from which these sites are funded. 



Sincerely, 

.. 	 • 

• If you have further questions, please contact me or have a member of your staff 
contact Mr. Dirk Forrister, Assistant Secretary for Congressional, Public, and 

-Intergovernmental Affairs, at (202) 586-5506. 

• 
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Mr. Thomas P. Grumbly 
Under Secretary 
U. S. Department of Energy '  

1.000 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20585 

Dear Mr. Grumbly: 

• Two years ago, under your leadership and guidance, the St. Louis•
Site Remediation Task Force was created to identify and evaluate 
feasible remedial, action alternatives for the cleanup of 
radioactively contaminated sites in the St. Louis area. . 

The establishment of the Task Force marked a critical turning 
point in the Department of Energy's efforts to remediate the 
radioactive waste sites in the St.' Louis community; Previously, 

411 	the Department. Of Energy was often perceived as An impervious 
institution that was unwilling or incapable of addressing the 
concerns of the citizens of our community. *This change is an 
excellent example of Secretary O'Leary'.s °Openness Initiative," a 
new policy that promises real results and savings for the 
.taxpayers. 

The St. Louis Sie ReMediation Task Force is expected to issue 
its recommendatiOns to the Department of Energy this Fall. 
However, we believe the Task' Force has already achieved a 
remarkable level/of success. *Through this body the various and 
often competing 'local interests - governments,.civic groups and 
private concerns - have .found common ground and mrie substantial 
progress toward i workable agreement on a plan ',of' action for the 
cleanup and restoration St. Louis' radioactive waste sites.' . 

We' are very pleased with this progress. We are" hopeful that the' 
long history of policy making connected ' with the -St. Louis . 	. 
radioactive waste sites, which had been characterized by discord, 
divisiveness and distrust, may he' finally supplanted by . the unity 
of purpose, spirit of compromise and commitment to accomplishment 
that is evidenced in the work of the .citizens Task Force.: 

In recent weeks we have heard from members of the Task Force who 
have expressed concern that Department of Energy. Officials may 

111 not be prepared to give a full and unbiased hearing to the final 
recommendations of the Task Force. We hope this will not be the 
case. We believe it is of the highest importance - that you give 
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William L. Cla 
Member of Congress 

1* ".4  
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" Mr. Grumbly 	 • 

August 29, 1996 
• Page 2 

• • 	/' . 	• 	 . 
full consideration to all recommendations of the St. Louis Site 
Remediation-Task Force., To do anything lees would jeopardize the 
unity of purpose that the Task Force has achieved in the St. - 
Louis community and may once again set back all efforts to 
facilitate an acceptable cleanup of the St. Louis radioactive 
waste sites. 

Also, we believe it would be of significant benefit if 'you were 
to meet with the Task Force to . accept-its final report. Such a 
meeting could greatly enhance DOE's future relations with the St. 
Louie community and vastly improve prospects for implementing a 
successful xemediation program. 

In addition,.implementing swift cleanup action in response to the 
Task Force's specific recommendations will be a vital 
demonstration of the Department's good faith. We recommend that 
the DOEI streamline its cleanup operations in the 'St. Louis area 
by establishing a dedicated local management office, such as was 
established at the Weldon Spring site. Not only will this fielp ' 
facilitate productive interactions with the community but it will 
help direct more resources into the physical cleanup of the sites 
and reduce the level of resources currently expended for 
paperwork - studies, •reports and overhead costs Of prime 
contractors. 

In closing, we-want you to know that we are most. appreciative of 
the commitment the Department of Energy has demonstrated toward 
the St Lo.taS radioactive waste problems during your.tenure.., 
your contributions 'have been especially helpful.. We encourage 
you to cOntinUe.to  'use:the power of your office to maintain - 
positive progress on the St. Louis radioactive waste cleanup. 
program. 

Sincerely, 

Pi chard A.- Gephar 
Member of Congress 

WLC/mlb 



• 
The Honorable William Clay 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Clay: 

I agrecwith your August 29, 1996, letter that we are on the verge of resolving the 50-year Cold 
War legacy in the St. Louis area, and that it is important to continue progress towards agreement 
on a cleanup plan. Thanks in large part to the community consensus emerging from the St. Louts 
Remediation Task Force, I am confident that we can soon begin large-scale cleanup to protect 
public health and the environment at these sites. 

First, to respond to your specific recommendations, I will meet with the Task Force as soon as it 
is mutually convenient. This will provide a vital opportunity to receive and discuss the Task 
Force's final report.' 

Second, we intend to do everything passible to control costs so that a maximum amount of 
funding goes to actual on-the-ground cleanup, and a minimum to overhead and management 

\costs. Toward this end,' wewill examine which steps should be taken to ensure that the cleanup 
project managers are located where they can be accessible to the community on a daily basis. 

I would also like to respond to the:conceals You expressed regarding the Task Force's impact on 
the Department's decisions.( We take the Task Force recommendations very seriously. I put this 
effort is motion two year *a0, not to waste anyone's time, but to develop acceptable and 
achievable goals that are protective of the community. 

Finally, as we develop a long-term cleanup plan, we will not wait to act. We will take immediate 
action on the highest priorities to fully protect human health and the environment, such as 
ensuring that there is no migration of contaminants from the St. Louis Airport Site. 

If you have further questions, please contact me or have a member of your staff contact 
Mr. Dirk Forrister, Assistant Secretary for Congressional, Public, and Intergovernmental Affairs, 
at (202) 586-5506. 

Sincerely, 

• 
Thomas P. Grumbly 
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