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DNR EXPRESSES DISSATISFACTION WITH DOE’S D RECTION
FOR REVEDIAL ACTION AT ST. LOUIS RADIGACTIVE ¥ASTE SITES
JEFFERSCN CITY, r_o.. APRIL 5, 1993 -- The Missouri Departitent of

Natural Resources announced today that it $s dissatisfivd with the U.S.
Department of Energy’s (DOE) direction for the cleanup nf the radicactive

(radium, thorium, and uranium) at the sites is the result of nuclear
weapons-related uraniim processing fram 1942 to 1956 at the Mallinckrodt
Plant, located two miles north of dawntown St. Laads.

David Shorx, director of the Department of Natural Rescurces, sent a
letter today to the U.S. Department of Energy expressiry that
dissatigfaction. “We do not belleve that the Departmeri: of Energy’s
current direction adequately responds to the prablem. 'The cuzrent ]
strategies only postpone the rrablems and place the brwden in the hards of
futum-gmératim," Shorx said,

Contamination is present in surface and subsurfacu soils at the
damntown Mallinckrexdt Plant, the St. loulg Alrport Sit<, the Latty Avernue
properties, asscclateq vicinity preperties, several rouds in the area of
Hazelwoed and Berkeley, and on the banks and in sediment of Cold-atar
Creek. Radicactively contsminated grourd water has beer. identified at the
airport site. Same bulldings at the Mallinckrodt Plani. also are

contaminated.
The total volume of contaminated material is estilated to be 876,000

cubic yazrds. The U.S. Envixormental Protection Agoncy (EPA) has placed
the airport site ard the latty Avenue properties on thi National

. Priorities List of contaminated sites. The Department of Energy is the

agency responsible for the cleanup and the EPA is the llead oversight

agency for the project.
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The Department of Energy, under its Formerly Used &ites Remedial
Action Program, i{s considering strategies including the mxcavation of
accessible soils frem the Mallinckrodt aite, the latty lvenue properties,
vicinity properties and Coldwater Creek. .Excavated soils and waste would
then be oconsolicated arnd capped on top of the éxistmg ¢ontaminated soil

at the St. Louis Alrport Site.
Under this strategy, contaminated soil would remain in contact with

ground water at the airport site, Contaminated soil als: would remain in
place under certdin rcads ({n the lLatty Avenue area of tie cities of
Hazelwood and Barkeley. This area is an active {ndustr:al areas with
constant develogment and redevelopment, .which potentialiy disturbs the

contaminated soil wxier these roads.

" Shorr said he is concerned that the concept of leaing the
contaminated soils in contact with the dround water doei not provide
adequéte protection for the enviromment. “I am concgmmd that Missouri
will be faced with a continuing problem.of monitoring tie soil and ground
water in the area,” sShorr said. He added that the Depurtment of Energy
should consider a strategy that separates the contaminated soil from the
ground water. '

Shorr emphasized that the department’s dissatisfaclion with the
strategies at the St. Louis sites does not reflect the -lepartment’s

- opAinion of DOE’S hamiing of the claanup at. Weldon Spring, a waste site in
st. Charles County.

“The Departument of Energy has made a sound cammitmint to a safe and
lagting cleanmup at Weldon Spring, and both departments have worked to
maintain a constructive relationship. But I do not see that same
commitment to these sites. The St. Louls s8ites have bepn treated as

low-bodger, low-priority program. We would like to see that same solid
canmmitment to clean up the St. Louis sites as we have swen at Heldon

Spring,” Shorx added.
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