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Free boating safety class at the National Great Rivers Museum!!
ALTON, IL -   With the arrival of spring, boaters will be taking to our rivers and lakes.  For your own safety, it’s important to know the rules of the waterways.   An Illinois Department of Natural Resources state-approved boating class will be held at the National Great Rivers Museum on May 19, 2007.  The class will be held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  This boating safety class coincides with the 2007 Mid America River Expo, is free and open to everyone ages 12 and up.  Pre-register by calling the National Great Rivers Museum at 618-462-6979.   
Taking a boat safety course will not only teach you about boater safety and Illinois & Missouri boating laws, but may also make you eligible for a discount on your personal watercraft (jet ski) or boat insurance!   By attending the class and passing the final exam, students are issued a Boating Safety Certificate.   Illinois and Missouri state law requires that no person under 10 years of age may operate a motorboat, which includes Personal Watercraft or jet skies.   Persons at least 10 years of age and less than 12 years of age may operate a motorboat only if they are accompanied and under the direct control of a parent or guardian, or a person at least 18 years of age designated by a parent or guardian.   Persons at least 12 years of age and less than 18 years of age may operate a motorboat only if they are accompanied and under the direct control of a parent or guardian, OR a person at least 18 years of age designated by a parent or guardian, OR if they are in possession of a Boating Safety Certificate issued by the Department of Natural Resources, Office of Law Enforcement or a valid certificate issued by another state, a province of the Dominion of Canada, the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary or the United States Power Squardron.   
Several other opportunities for increasing your safety awareness in or around the water will be demonstrated at the Mid America River Expo.   Activities planned are:

· Courtesy boat inspections at the Alton Marina  
· Outdoor Twin River Chapter Antique Boat Show

· Water safety games, races, and a chance to meet the Corps’ mascot Seamoor, the water safety sea serpent

· Visitors can also cool off in the water sculpture, grab something to eat at the food booth, take a locks and dam tour, and visit the National Great Rivers Museum

· River Works, Fire, Police, and Water Rescue Team Booths

· Five minute Outdoor Segway Rides will be offered for $5
· Live Pelican Shows at 12, 1 and 2 p.m. in the museum classroom

· Musical entertainment performed by the Collinsville barbershop chorus 
Bring the entire family!!  The Mid America River Expo is sponsored by the Meeting of the Rivers Foundation and the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.  The National Great Rivers Museum is located at the foot of the Melvin Price Locks and Dam on the Illinois side of the Mississippi River.  From the Clark Bridge, go 2 miles South on Illinois Route 143 to Locks and Dam Way, and turn right.   For more information, please call (877)462-6979.
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