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Jefferson National Parks Association to begin selling America the Beautiful Passes at the National Great Rivers Museum
ALTON, IL – The Meeting of the Rivers Foundation and Jefferson National Parks Association will begin selling two of the new federal recreation discount passes through the America the Beautiful program.   The Senior Pass and the Annual Pass are available at the National Great Rivers Museum’s Confluence Bookstore.  While the legislation does not authorize the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to sell the passes, it does allow its supporting foundation to sell the passes. The America the Beautiful program began in January 2007, replacing the former Golden Age/Golden Access program.  The America the Beautiful Annual Pass provides access to, and use of, Federal recreation sites that charge an Entrance or Standard Amenity fee.  The passes admit the pass holder and passengers in a non-commercial at charge-per-vehicle fee areas, and the pass holder plus three adults, not to exceed four adults, at charge-per-person fee area.  In addition, the America the Beautiful Senior Pass provides a 50% discount on some Expanded Amenity Fees charged for facilities and services such as camping, swimming, boat launching, and special interpretive services.

The Senior Pass and Annual Pass are being sold at the Confluence bookstore managed by the Meeting of the Rivers Foundation and Jefferson National Parks Association.  The Senior Pass is available for $10 to U.S. citizens or permanent residents age 62 or over.  The Annual Pass is available for $80 to the general public.  The Annual Pass allows for free entrance and use of standard amenities at Bureau of Land Management (BLM), National Park Service (NPS), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), the Bureau of Reclamation, and U.S. Forest Service (USFS) public lands where an entrance fee is charged.  Standard amenities refer to picnic areas and restrooms.  The Senior Pass allows for discounts on expanded amenity fees such as camping, boat launching and swimming.  The Senior Pass is valid for a lifetime, whereas the Annual Pass is valid for 12 months from purchase.    The passes can only be obtained in person.  
The America the Beautiful Access Pass and Volunteer Pass, will not be sold at the National Great Rivers Museum because they are used for entrance fees and the Army Corps of Engineers does not charge entrance fees.  The Army Corps of Engineers does charge fees for camping, boat launching, and swimming which are considered expanded amenities.  The Senior Pass and the Access Pass are accepted by the Corps of Engineers because they offer discounts for these services.  
In addition to America the Beautiful Senior Pass and Access Pass, the Corps of Engineers will continue to honor the Golden Age and Golden Access passes, at all lakes and facilities. 
Passes can be purchased at the National Great Rivers Museum Confluence Bookstore from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM daily.  To purchase Senior Passes, you must show proof of age such as a driver license, other government issued identification card, or birth certificate and pay the one time processing fee of $10.00.    The Museum is located adjacent to Melvin Price Locks and Dam, off of IL-143, two miles south of the Clark Bridge. Call (877) 462-6979 for more information.
For additional information about the new recreation passes, please visit http://www.recreation.gov/recpass.jsp or for information about USACE recreation projects nationwide, visit http://www.corpslakes.us.  The Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge in Brussels, IL will also be selling America the Beautiful passes.  For more information, contact the Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge at (618)883-2524.  For Missouri residents, the Gateway Arch Riverfront will be selling America the Beautiful Passes in the Arch Museum Store.  For more information, contact the Gateway Arch Riverfront at (800)537-7962.
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