Public Notice

US ARMY CORPS Reply To: Public Notice No.
OF ENGINEERS U.S. Army Corps of Engineers P-2620

St. Louis District Attn: CEMVS-OD-F Public Notice Date
Gateway to Excellence 1222 Spruce Street April 11, 2007

St. Louis, MO 63103-2833

Expiration Date

Postmaster Please Post Conspicuously Until: May 2, 2007

File Number: 2004-2980

Interested parties are hereby notified that an application has been
received for a Departnment of the Arny permit for certain work in waters of
the United States, as described bel ow and shown on the attached map.

COMVENTS AND ADDI TI ONAL | NFORVATI ON: Comrments on the descri bed work shoul d
reference the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers File Nunber shown above and nust
reach this office no |ater than the above expiration date of the Public
Notice to becone part of the record and be considered in the decision.
Comrent s should be nailed to the foll owi ng address:

U S. Arny Corps of Engineers

ATTN. CEMWS-OD-F (Keith A MMl | en)
1222 Spruce Street

St. Louis, Mssouri 63103-2833

APPLI CANT: 11linois Department of Transportation, Division of H ghways,
Region 5, District 9 State Transportation Building, Post Ofice Box 100,
Carbondal e, Illinois 62903-0100.

AGENT: M. Jeffrey Bushur, Hanson Professional Services, |Incorporated, 1525
South Sixth Street, Springfield, Illinois 62703.

LOCATI ON: The project is located along existing Interstate 57/ 64 at

Vet erans Menorial Drive just south of M. Vernon in Jefferson County,
II'linois. The project involves inpacts to forested and energent wetl ands
associ ated with an unnaned tributary to Casey Fork, a secondary tributary
to the Big Muddy River.



PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON: The proposal is for the extension of the existing
Veteran’s Menorial Drive to the west as a four-|ane roadway over existing
Interstate 57/ 64 to connect with South 45'™" Street and to construct an
interchange at Interstate 57/64 and Veteran’s Menorial Drive. The project
will inpact approxinmately 3.98 acres of forested wetlands and 0. 34 acres of
energent wetlands for a total wetland inpact of 4.32 acres. This project
has been coordinated with other Federal and State resource agencies

t hr oughout an extensive planning process and after avoi dance and

m ni mzation neasures were exhausted, the City of M. Vernon purchased 7.37

wetl and acre credits fromthe Southern Illinois Wetland Mtigation Bank in
July 2004 in advance of the wetland inpacts associated with the overpass
portion of the project. Furthernore, Illinois Departnent of Transportation

purchased in advance of inpact, 15.54 wetland acre credits fromthe
af orenenti oned bank in May 2006 for the wetland inpacts resulting fromthe
i nt erchange portion of the project.

DRAW NGS: See Att ached

ADDI TI ONAL | NFORVATI ON:  Addi tional information nay be obtai ned by

tel ephoning M. Keith A McMillen, Assistant Chief/ Supervisory Lead Project
Manager, U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers at (314) 331-8582 or at electronic
mai | address: Keith. A Mcnul |l en@wvs02. usace. arny. m |

AUTHORI TY: This permit will be issued or denied under the foll ow ng:
Section 404 of the Cean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344), for discharge of
dredged or fill material into waters of the United States.

WATER QUALI TY CERTI FI CATI ON: Thi s public notice al so provides docunentation
to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (I EPA) for water quality
certification, or waiver thereof, for the proposed activity in accordance
with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. Certification or waiver indicates
that | EPA believes the activity will not violate applicable water quality
standards. The review by the I EPA is conducted in accordance with the
II'linois water quality standards under 35 Illinois Adm nistrative Code
Subtitle C. The water quality standards provide for the IEPA to review

i ndi vi dual projects by providing an antidegradati on assessnment, which

i ncludes an evaluation of alternatives to any proposed increase in

pol lutant |oading that may result fromthis activity. The *“Fact Sheet”
contai ning the anti degradati on assessnent for this proposed project my be
found on the EPA's web site, at ww. epa.state.il.us/public-notices/.

In the event that the IEPA is unable to publish the “Fact Sheet”
corresponding to the tinmeframe of this Joint Public Notice, a separate
public notice and “Fact Sheet” will|l be published by the | EPA at the web
site identified above. You nay al so obtain a copy of the “Fact Sheet” by
contacting the I EPA at the address or tel ephone nunber shown bel ow




Witten comments specifically concerning possible inpacts to water quality
shoul d be addressed to:

I1'linois Environnmental Protection Agency
Bureau of Water

WAt er shed Managenent Section

1021 N. Grand Avenue East

P. O Box 19276

Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276

A copy of all witten comments should al so be provided to the Corps of
Engi neers. |If you have any questions pl ease contact the | EPA at
(217) 782-3362.

SECTI ON 404 (b) (1) EVALUATI ON. The inpact of the activity on the public
interest will be evaluated in accordance with the Environnmental Protection
Agency gui delines pursuant to Section 404 (b)(1) of the Clean Water Act.

PUBLI C HEARI NG Any person may request, in witing, within the coment
period specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider
this application. Request for public hearings shall state, with
particularity, the reasons for hol ding the public hearing.

ENDANGERED SPECIES:. A prelimnary determ nation, in conpliance with the
Endangered Species Act, as anmended, has been made that these proposed
activities would not affect species designated as threatened or endangered,
or adversely affect critical habitat. Therefore, no formal consultation
request has been nmade to the United States Departnent of Interior, Fish and
Wldlife Service. 1In order to conplete our evaluation, comrents are
solicited by this public notice fromthe Fish and Wldlife Service and

ot her interested agencies and individuals.

CULTURAL RESOURCES: The St. Louis District will evaluate information
provided by the State Hi storic Preservation Oficer and the public in
response to this public notice and we nmay conduct, or require a
reconnai ssance survey of the project area.

EVALUATI O\ The deci sion whether to issue a permt will be based on an

eval uati on of the probable inpact including cunmulative inpacts of the
descri bed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the
nati onal concern for both protection and utilization of inportant

resources. The benefit which may reasonably be expected to accrue fromthe
descri bed activity nust be bal anced against its reasonably foreseeabl e
detrinents.




All factors, which may be relevant to the described activity will be
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns,
wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards,
flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion, and accretion,
recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, consideration of property
ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public;
Federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other
interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of these
proposed activities. Any comments received will be considered by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or
deny a permit for this proposal.

To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered
species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects,
and other public interest factors listed above.

Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental -Assessment and/or
an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public
hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed

activity.
DANNY DziMCCLENDON
Chief, gulatory Branch
Attachment

NOTICE TO POSTMASTERS:

It is requested that this notice be conspicuously and continually placed
for 21 days from the date of this issuance of this notice.



July 10, 2006 JLB
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