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Hannibal, MO native en route to Afghanistan 
 
 St. Louis -- Jonathan Bailey his lived all of his 26 years – with the exception of brief vacations in 
Mexico and the Caribbean – within two hours of his hometown in Hannibal, MO.  But that is about to change as 
Jonathan departs en route to Kabul, Afghanistan, more than 7,000 miles away. 
 Jonathan is going there as part of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers contingent that is support U.S. 
efforts to rebuild that war torn nation.  Jonathan reported that he has numerous family members and friends in 
the area, who will be following his adventures closely. 
 He is going to Afghanistan on a six-month voluntary assignment as a geotechnical engineer, a job 
closely aligned with his position with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District. 
 A graduate of Hannibal High School, where he competed in track and was involved in several clubs, 
Jonathan went on to college at the University of Missouri, in Columbia.  There he earned a bachelors degree in 
civil engineering and a master’s degree in civil engineering, with an emphasis in the geotechnical field. 
 “I heard from a professor there that the Corps of Engineers in St. Louis was seeking civil engineers.  He 
put me in contact with Pat Conroy, a senior geotechnical engineer there.  He arranged an interview and in 
August 2008 I started as a Corps of Engineers Employee,” Bailey remembered. 
 “When I got here, there was discussion of people deploying from St. Louis to Iraq and Afghanistan.  My 
father was a Vietnam veteran and several people I went to school with had served in Iraq and elsewhere in the 
Middle East.  I had followed a different path, staying in the academic world.  But the more I considered it, 
volunteering to deploy was something I needed to do,” Jonathan told. 
 Diving into his new work in St. Louis, Jonathan said he continued to talk to people who were deploying 
or who had chosen to do so.  “Nothing dissuaded me from doing this,” he said. 
 So just before Christmas 2009, he volunteered to deploy. 
 “It was a whirlwind,” he reported.  Fifteen days later they tentatively accepted me.  Now I have just been 
informed today that my departure date is Monday (February 15.)  It’s been about 45 days from volunteering to 
being sent,” he said.   
 Does he have any misgivings now that he is essentially “en route?”  “Not at all.  This is an experience I 
have wanted to have.  I am especially happy I have been accepted as a geotechnical engineer.  That’s my 
desired field.  But I am very ready to do whatever needs to be done when I get there,” he emphasized. 
 Jonathan will travel first from St. Louis to Winchester, Va., where he will be equipped and processed for 
his long journey to the Afghan capital of Kabul.  One new element has entered his life recently. 
 “I got engaged last Saturday,” he beamed.  Her name is Meghan Holtschlag and she’s from just across 
the river in Illinois.  So one more person will be especially excited about his return, which is scheduled in 
August. 
 “So many things have happened so quickly,” Jonathan said thoughtfully.  But this is the right thing to do 
and the right time to do it,” he affirmed. 
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