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Water’s down, fun’s up at Carlyle

Waters levels have receded at the Army Corps of Engineers Carlyle Lake, east of St. Louis and the
level of fun available is ramping up there. The Corps has continued to discharge 8,000-plus cubic feet
per second (some 60,000 gallons per second) from the dam at the south end of the lake since

torrential rains drove the lakes level up several weeks ago.

“We were at 448.93 feet referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD)at 6 a.m. this
morning. Our target for this time of the year is 445.0 feet,” lake operations manager Bob Wilkins said.

Carlyle Lake topped out at 454.9 feet on April 16.

“It's not that unusual for the lake to be somewhat higher every spring,” Wilkins noted, “but the crest we
experienced a few weeks ago came within five feet of our record elevation as a result of a series of

higher-than-normal rain falls throughout the upper end of the Kaskaskia River valley.

“This means,” Wilkins said, “that every area we had announced for opening this spring is on line now.”
While some facilities at some sites still remain to be opened, recreation opportunities are available at
all of the scheduled sites.

Boaters and campers may call Carlyle at 618-594-2484 for information. Reservations for camping

may be made at 1-877-444-6777, or on the internet at: www.recreation.gov.

The St. Louis District is federal steward to over 300,000 acres of public lands and waters. This
includes 5 multipurpose reservoirs, 5 navigational projects, 80 miles on the lllinois River, 36 miles on
the Kaskaskia River, and 300 miles on the Mississippi River. Carlyle, Rend, and Shelbyville lakes are
in lllinois. Mark Twain and Wappapello lakes are in Missouri. The district hosts more than 17 million
visits per year. According to visitation reports, 60 percent of these visitors engage in aquatic
recreational pursuits such as swimming, boating, or fishing. Additional information about Corps
projects around the country visit http://www.corpslakes.us
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