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St. Louis Corps of Engineers Sending Dredge to Ohio River


St. Louis – The St. Louis District’s Dredge Potter is being dispatched to the Ohio River to take on an emergency dredging mission there.  The move responds to a call for assistance from the Great Lakes and Ohio River Division’s Louisville, Ky., District.


The call was issued after a tow boat with nine barges ran aground at mile 974.3 on the Ohio River.  The site is near Mound City, Ill., about seven miles from the Ohio’s confluence with the Mississippi River.


Dredge Potter is expected to arrive and go to work on the Ohio early Wednesday morning.  Work there will take three to four days to complete.


The U.S. Coast Guard closed the Ohio River after the incident.  The barge tow has been removed and the river reopened.  Dredge Potter will dig the channel back to design depth when she arrives.  According to St. Louis District Dredging Project Manager Lance Engle, “We are fortunate that the Mississippi River has benefited from some recent rain, which has brought the river back up to an acceptable level here.  It appears the river will remain stable here for at least a week.  Absent that good fortune, sending Potter away would have been a much more difficult decision.”


The flexibility shown by sending U.S. Army Corps of Engineers assets across Division and District boundaries is a well established method of meeting emerging issues.  The connection between the Louisville and St. Louis Districts was shown in 2005 when Louisville’s heavy lift crane Henry M. Shreve came north to help restore the damaged auxiliary chamber miter gates at the Melvin Price Locks and Dam near Alton, IL.


According to dredging manager Engle, “Louisville and Shreve were the only answer to our challenge at the Mel Price Locks in 2005 and I am happy we can return the favor now.  We make a good team.”


Dredge Potter, which has been at work at several locations since the dredging season began more than two weeks early on July 13.  During that time she has removed more than 1.7 million cubic yards of sand to sustain the 9-foot deep, 300-foot wide navigation channel on the Middle Mississippi River from Granite City to Cairo, Ill.


Dredge Potter is at the same time one of the Corps’ oldest and most modern dustpan dredges.  Designed to work in alluvial, sand-bottom rivers, she was launched as a steam-powered vessel in 1932.  In 2001, the 247-foot-long, buff-yellow, red trimmed vessel was extensively overhauled, receiving a modern diesel-electric power system and other improvements.
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