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St. Louis Army Corps of Engineers Bans Kite Tubing
St. Louis –  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District today announced a ban on use of kite tubes on waters within its jurisdiction in Illinois and Missouri.

Kite tubes are described as large inflatable devices with a solid fabric floor in the bottom, designed for one or two riders.  As they are pulled forward by a boat, the front of the tube is lifted into the air.  As speed increases, the entire tube is lifted into the air like a kite with the rider on the top.  The lack of lateral stability and controls may result in the tubes overturning or throwing the rider.  These devices are produced by at least two manufacturers under such names as “Manta Ray”, and “Wego Kite Tube.”  The products are described by the Consumer Product Safety Commission as “extremely dangerous” and three deaths and numerous injuries nationwide have been attributed to their use.  

The ban applies to five lakes operated by the Corps: Mark Twain and Wappapello in Missouri and Shelbyville, Carlyle and Rend in Illinois.  It also applies to portions of the Mississippi, Kaskaskia and Illinois Rivers located within the St. Louis District, specifically Pools 27 through 24 on the Mississippi River; the lower 80 miles of the Illinois River from the confluence with the Mississippi River to Meredosia and the lower 36 miles of the Kaskaskia River. 

The decision was made after careful consideration by the St. Louis District Engineer, Col. Lewis F. Setliff.  In announcing his decision, Col. Setliff said, “I weighed the facts carefully.  There is already a history of people being killed or badly injured while operating kite tubes.  So I have decided to come down on the side of caution; and insure that we continue to maintain a safe environment at our facilities for our public to enjoy.”

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) recently warned consumers about possible dangers associated with kite tubing and announced that it was opening an investigation of the devices.

In its announcement, the CPSC noted three deaths that occurred while operating Wego Kite tubes in California, Texas and Wisconsin.  More than 30 other serious injury incidents including a broken neck, punctured lung, broken bones, internal and facial injuries have been documented by the CPSC.

Kite tubes are reportedly capable of lifting a rider or riders as high as 60 feet.  Some versions can carry two passengers.  
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Although the CPSC’s investigation is ongoing, the agency noted possible accident causes, including a rider’s difficulty controlling the devices, boat operator inexperience and predicting how the tubes react in certain wind conditions such as gusts.

The manufacturer of the Wego Kite Tube Model 53-5000, Sportsstuff, Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska, announced July 13, that it was cooperating with the CPSC by withdrawing the product from sale and starting a voluntary recall of the approximately 19,000 Kite Tubes sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006.

The company’s announcement advises anyone who has one of the devices to stop using it immediately and to contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 between 8 a.m. 

and 5 p.m. CST, Monday through Friday, to learn how to obtain free replacement products.  Consumers can also visit the firm’s Web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information.

Several other U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Districts have announced measures ranging from bans to information campaigns.  The National Park Service has also banned the use of the devices at the Glen Canyon National Recreation Area in Arizona and Utah.

St. Louis District Chief of Operations, Peggy O’Bryan said, “We encourage people to enjoy a variety of recreation at our lakes and on the river stretches we manage.  But a growing weight of evidence – including the voluntary recall of one model and the CPSC investigation – tells me that we need to join in doing everything we can to ensure that people who come to enjoy our lakes and rivers do so safely.  We will seek to inform, to persuade and if necessary, to enforce a ban on kite tubing on waters over which we have jurisdiction.”

The ban will take effect immediately.

The St. Louis District of the Corps of Engineers is posting information on this ban as widely as possible, including at their boat ramps, on campground fee booths, project offices, visitor’s centers, marinas and state parks.  

The St. Louis District project office contact information is: 

Illinois:

Carlyle Lake



618-594-2484

Lake Shelbyville


217-774-3951

Rend Lake



618-724-2493

Missouri:

Mark Twain Lake


573-735-4097

Rivers Project Office

636-899-2600

Wappapello Lake


573-222-8562
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