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Mississippi River Commission to hold public meeting in Alton August 18 

St. Louis, August 3, 2006 -- The Mississippi River Commission (MRC) will conduct its annual Low Water Inspection Trip on the Mississippi River August 14-25, 2006.  The St. Louis-area public meeting will be held at Melvin Price Locks and Dam in Alton, Ill., starting at 9 a.m., Friday, August 18.     
 

“The Low Water Inspection Trip is unique to the Mississippi Valley Division,” said Col. Lewis F. Setliff III, St. Louis District’s commander.  “The public meetings held in conjunction with the inspection trip are a great way for our stakeholders to present their varied interests in the watershed to the Mississippi River Commission.  Speaker’s comments become a part of the public record and receive responses from the Commission.”  


The public meeting scheduled aboard the Motor Vessel MISSISSIPPI provides the commission members an opportunity to meet with local residents and hear their concerns, ideas and issues related to water resources infrastructure in the valley.  All meetings are open to the public. 

The agenda is as follows:

1. Commission President and Mississippi Valley Division Commander, Brig. Gen. Robert Crear, will present a summary of national and regional issues affecting the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and commission programs and projects on the Mississippi River and its tributaries.

2.  District Commander, Col. Lewis F. Setliff III, will present an overview of current project issues in his district.

3.  Local organizations and members of the public will have an opportunity to make presentations or offer views or comments on any issue affecting programs or projects of the commission and the Corps, including flood control and the Mississippi River and Tributaries project, environmental issues, recreation and navigation.

-more-

2-2-2-2 LOW -WATER TRIP


The MRC, established in 1879, is composed of seven members, each nominated by the President of the United States and confirmed by the Senate. Three of the organization's members are officers of the Corps of Engineers; one member is from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; and three members are civilians, two of whom are civil engineers.

 


The commission makes recommendations on policy and work programs; studies and reports on changes to the existing flood control and navigation project; provides recommendations on any matters authorized by law, and makes semi-annual inspection trips. The commission’s area of responsibility includes the entire length of the Mississippi River from its headwaters at Lake Itasca, Minn., to Head of Passes, La., where the Mississippi River empties into the Gulf of Mexico. 

 


The commission will be hosting seven public meetings along the Mississippi River during the two week inspection trip.  The meeting places, dates and times are as follows:
· August 14
7:00 p.m.
La Crosse, Wisc., at Riverside Park Landing

· August 15
6:30 p.m.
Dubuque, Iowa, at City Front

· August 18
9:00 a.m.
Alton, Ill., at Mel Price Lock & Dam

· August 21
9:00 a.m.
New Madrid, Mo., at City Front

· August 22
9:00 a.m.
Memphis, Tenn., at Mud Island

· August 23
9:00 a.m.
Greenville, Miss., at City Front

· August 25
9:00 a.m.
      Houma, La., at Cenac Towing Dock

The public hearing process is unique to the Mississippi River Commission and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The benefits of hearing first hand the issues and concerns through the public hearing process are invaluable to the commission and the Corps.  Also, the interaction with congressional, federal and state interests, local boards and non-government organizations and the public is crucial to the decision-making process of the commission.
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Contact:  St. Louis District 


   Public Affairs Office


Phone:    314-331-8002/8068
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