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St. Louis Corp District Dredge Goes to Work Early in Season 


St. Louis –  Today the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers St. Louis District will mobilize its dredge, Motor Vessel Potter, in advance of its anticipated August 1 activation date.  The dredge will depart the Corps’ Service Base at the Foot of Arsenal Street around 4 p.m. today and head to its first dredging location near river mile marker 161, just north of the Meramec River’s confluence with the Mississippi River.

  
The decision to mobilize the dredge was made in response to low water levels on the Mississippi River and little precipitation in the long-range weather forecast.  The river at the St. Louis gage was at minus 1.0 feet this morning at 6 a.m.  That gives navigation roughly 12 feet of water in the navigation channel at that location.  After an anticipated short-term rise in water levels over the next few days, the river will return to current levels and is expected to stay in that range for the next two weeks.  
The U.S. Coast Guard has issued a safety advisory suggesting that heavy draft vessels move off the Upper Mississippi River immediately; that mariners use extra caution and be cognizant of tow drafts, as well as shifting channel conditions and water level changes; and that tow sizes be limited on southbound and northbound barges. 
U.S. Coast Guard Low Water Safety Advisories are available on the Web at the River Industry Bulletin Board -- http://www.ribb.com/navnotice.html

The Army Corps of Engineers maintains the Congressionally-mandated nine foot navigation channel on the Mississippi River through a combination of dredging operations, the upper river’s lock and dam system and river training structures, such as dikes.  In 2004 108.6 million tons of commodities traveled along the Mississippi River between the mouths of the Missouri and Ohio rivers, approximately 195 river miles.  Approximately 33.4 million tons of that was loaded right here in the St. Louis Harbor, the nation’s third leading inland port
Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District Chief of Operations Peggy O’Bryan explained today that the decision to mobilize Dredge Potter was based on river stages, weather forecasts, water inflows, channel surveys and reports from industry on channel conditions. 

 “The District is charged with maintaining a safe and dependable navigation channel on 300 miles of the Mississippi River, 80 miles of the Illinois River and 36 miles of the Kaskaskia River,” she said.  “Dredging in conjunction with the operation of the lock and dam system on the upper Mississippi and channel structures work together to ensure the 9-foot navigation channel.”
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O’Bryan continued, “During periods of low water the District works closely with the Weather Service, the U.S. Coast Guard and the navigation industry, participating in periodic teleconferences and daily conversations between industry and the District’s Water Control Office.  Through dependable river forecasting, river maintenance, water management at our locks and dams and conscientious loading of barges, we have successfully maneuvered through six years of drought conditions in the region.  While we expect to see some daily lows on the river this year, we’ll take all steps possible to ensure that commerce continues on the river.”
M/V Potter is one of three U.S. Army Corps of Engineers “dustpan” dredges, designed specifically to work in the sandy bottom of the Mississippi River and its tributaries.  She is at the same time, one of the oldest Corps vessels and the most modern.  Launched as a steam-powered dredge in 1932, she was refitted with a modern diesel power plant and other upgrades in 2001.  Jim Pierce, Captain of the Dredge Potter, says the Potter and her experienced crew are ready for the season.
The average annual cost of dredging in the St. Louis District is about $12 million.  This figure has been reduced substantially in past years by the extensive use of what are known as river engineering structures.  In addition to Dredge Potter, the St. Louis District calls on commercial contract capabilities including Dredge America which often works under contract in the region, or if necessary, Corps of Engineers dredges from other districts.  

Editor’s Note:  During the next few days Dredge Potter will work near the mouth of the Meramec River, just north of Kimmswick.  To assist in identifying the dredge from the air, M/V Potter is a large (247-foot) angular, buff-yellow vessel with red trim.  When working there is an 800-foot-long dredge material disposal pipe deployed from her stern.  If media are interested in visiting the Dredge please call the Public Affairs Office at 314-331-8002/8068.  After hours and on weekends, contact Alan Dooley at 618-939-5985 or 618-719-9039.  

Water levels can be found on the Web at http://www.mvs.usace.army.mil
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