[image: image1.wmf]     News Release


                                    Release No.  09-06

                  Contact:  Public Affairs Office at 






           314-331-8002/8068






                                                       For Release:  IMMEDIATE – July 13, 2006

1222 Spruce Street, St. Louis, Missouri 63103-2833

Army Corps Hosts Public Meeting to Discuss Fish Passage at Mel Price
St. Louis – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers St. Louis District will host a public meeting Tuesday, July 25 from 6-8 p.m. at the National Great Rivers Museum in Alton, Ill., to discuss the status of potential plans for a fish passage structure at Melvin Price Locks and Dam.
“We are in the early stages of planning,” explained project manager Tamara Atchley.  “Right now we are monitoring water velocities and doing some fish sampling in order to help our design work.  There are a number of migratory fishes in the Upper Mississippi River that would benefit from a fish passage at Mel Price.”

When gates are in the water at Mel Price 34 migratory fish species are prevented from accessing more than 243 miles of river and tributary streams.  These fish include skipjack herring, American eel, Alabama shad, lake sturgeon, paddlefish, blue sucker and blue catfish.    
“The dam is inhibiting what the fish naturally want to do,” Atchley, continued.  “A fish passage could restore access to upstream habitat, restore and enhance native fish populations so they can better compete with invasive species such as the Asian carp, and restore longitudinal connectivity on the Upper Mississippi River.  This project also provides the opportunity to identify effective and inexpensive non-structural measures that would enhance fish migration here and at other locks and dams on the Upper Mississippi River.”

This project is part of the pre-construction, engineering, and design phase associated with the Navigation and Ecosystem Sustainability Program.  NESP was implemented to achieve the dual purposes of the Upper Mississippi River – Illinois Waterway System’s ecosystem restoration and navigation improvements.  Additional information about NESP is on the Web at: http://www2.mvr.usace.army.mil/NESP/
The public are invited to attend the public meeting, beginning at 6 p.m., in the National Great Rivers Museum Classroom at #1 Lock and Dam Way, Alton, Illinois.  A formal presentation will start at 6:30 p.m., followed by a question and answer session.  Atchley encourages those interested to come look at displays and speak with project team members and provide any comments or concerns about the possible plans. 
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