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Media Advisory

One of “Lost Boys of Sudan”
To Address U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

St. Louis, Mo — Joseph Taba Rufino — one of the “Lost Boys of Sudan” — will address the
personnel of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in St. Louis, Wednesday, February 23 at 10
a.m. Rufino will tell of his trek with thousands of other male children, escaping from the clutches
of a vicious civil war in his Sudanese homeland in the 1980s.

This event is part of the Corps observance of Black History Month 2005.

Rufino will relate his personal story of the international tragedy that began when
Sudanese government forces from Khartoum struck southward, killing adult men, enslaving
women and girls and scattering young males into the sub-Saharan wilds.

Today Rufino doesn’t even know how old he really is — he was assigned a date of birth
in a refugee camp. But he is one of 4,000 Sudanese Lost Boys who defied odds, hunger, wild
animals and violence to make it to the United States.

His is a story of violence and compassion, of despair and hope — and it is a very real
story of courage and determination. He was truly a child who was able to overcome adversity
that would be too much for the majority of adults.

He will offer his insights in the Second Floor Auditorium of the Robert A. Young Building
at 1222 Spruce Street.

Media wishing to attend and cover this stirring presentation may make arrangements by
calling Alan Dooley, Corps of Engineers Public Affairs at 314-331-8002.

Summary:

Who: Joseph Taban Rufino, One of Sudan’s Lost Boys
What: Presentation for Black History Month 2005
When: Wednesday, February 23, 2005, at 10 a.m.
Where: Robert A. Young Federal Building, 1222 Spruce Street, St.Louis



