Upgrade Work starts at Melvin Price Locks and Dam

Work to upgrade and replace important parts of the 1200-foor main chamber at the Melvin Price Locks and Dam started at 6 a.m. Thursday morning, May 10.


As work began in early morning hours, river barge tows were diverted to the 600-foot auxiliary chamber at the facility near Alton, Ill.


The work, scheduled during a 54-day period slated to end July 3, calls for removing and upgrading the lock chambers downstream miter gates and replacing electric motors and more than two miles of 1-1/2 inch steel cables the raise and lower the upstream lift gates.


On the first day of work, while the downstream gate leafs were being prepared to be removed, a dive team from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Rock Island District inspected preparations to place steel bulkheads that will enable work on the giant lift gates in the dry.  Once the bulkheads are in place, water will be pumped out to enable that work.

The Rock Island District heavy gate lift crane Quad Cities moved into position and shortly after lunch deftly lifted the first of two miter gate leafs from the water.  The Rock Island team brought both the necessary lifting capacity in the form of the huge Quad Cities and a skilled work force that in 2006 removed and replaced 31 similar gates up and down the Mississippi River.
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With thunder storm clouds rumbling in from the west, Quad Cities and the crew lifted the gate and temporarily secured it before approaching wind, rain and lightning halted work for safety.  Once the lightening and wind abated, Quad Cities and her burden were moved close to the Illinois bank.


The gate was laid down on a barge for work early Saturday morning.


On Sunday, Quad Cities lifted the second gate from the river and laid it down early Monday morning.


The work illustrates an important strength of the U.S. Army Corps of engineers, its ability to build teams from districts throughout the region to bring the proper equipment and personnel skills to bear on work requirements.  The work at Mel Price involves experts from six Districts and is primarily being shared by the Rock island and St. Louis Districts, with Rock Island focusing on the miter gates while St. Louis takes on the lift gates.  The team approach also sustains the Corps ability to meet emergency contingencies throughout the inland waterways system

The work at both ends of the chamber is being performed simultaneously to minimize impacts on the navigation industry.  The periodic maintenance and replacement of key components will better ensure reliable and safe operation of the lock chamber that went into service October 10, 1989.  While there is no good time to carry out this work, the schedule has been carefully coordinated with navigation interests to minimize its economic impacts.

Approximately 6,500 tows carrying more than 70 million tons of cargo pass through the Melvin price Locks every year.

