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American White Pelican to visit National Great Rivers Museum
ALTON, IL – 
Spring has sprung, and the bald eagles have flown the coop.  But the visiting public shouldn’t worry because there is a new bird in town.  Over the past few years the Alton area has seen an increase in the number of migrating American White Pelicans.  Hundreds of birds have descended on the Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary in recent weeks.  To celebrate this fascinating species, the National Great Rivers Museum is introducing a new program called “Get the Scoop,” sponsored by the Meeting of the Rivers Foundation.

Scoop, the guest of honor, is a rescued American White Pelican.  Scoop has been living at the World Bird Sanctuary and due to his injuries is unable to survive in the wild.  He will make his public debut at Get the Scoop where naturalists will give a presentation about his species.
The public will have two opportunities to “Get the Scoop” at the National Great Rivers Museum.  On Sunday, May 6th visitors can meet Scoop during the Wings of Spring Confluence Birding Festival.  Then on Saturday, May 19th Scoop will be on hand for the Mid-America River Expo.  The show times for each date are 12:00, 1:00, and 2:00 PM.  Each program will last approximately 30 minutes.
To get a sneak preview, head to the Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary in West Alton, MO where thousands of American White Pelicans stop on their annual North-South migration.  The Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary and the National Great Rivers Museum are part of the US Army Corps of Engineers’ Rivers Project.
For more information about this, or any of the National Great Rivers Museum’s programs, call 1-877-462-6979 or visit http://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Rivers.  The National Great Rivers Museum is located in Alton, IL adjacent to the Melvin Price Locks and Dam off of IL-143, two miles south of the Clark Bridge.
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