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Masters of the Sky Tickets Available Now
ALTON, IL – The National Great Rivers Museum is pleased to announce the return of Masters of the Sky, a live birds of prey show.  These presentations by the World Bird Sanctuary are made possible through the cooperation of the Meeting of the Rivers Foundation and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  This year, during the peak of Eagle season, the Museum will host nine showings of this presentation, at 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM, and 2:00 PM on February 17th, 18th, and 19th.  Call 618-462-6979 now for tickets.  You'll be in awe of these majestic birds of prey and you’ll be able to enjoy a close-up view while staying warm inside the Museum.  You’ll even be able to see a few of the birds soar over the crowd!  Be sure to bring your camera.
This event will be the capstone of the Museum’s Eagle events.  It is the chance to observe eagles, hawks, owls, falcons and more, while learning about their habitats and lifestyles.

Seating for Masters of the Sky is limited to the first 100 ticket holders.  Tickets for adults are $5.00, and children ages 3-12 are $3.00.  All proceeds from ticket sales benefit the Meeting of the Rivers Foundation, a non-profit organization dedicated to public awareness and understanding of the great rivers.  Fifty tickets for each show will be sold in advance with the remaining fifty tickets sold on the day of the show.  Advance tickets for Saturday, February 17 at 10:00 a.m., Monday, February 19 at 10:00 a.m., and Monday, February 19 at 12:00 p.m. shows are sold out, however, there will be fifty tickets available the day of the show.   Advance tickets may be purchased in person or by calling the National Great Rivers Museum at 618-462-6979.  
Eagle watchers are also invited to observe their favorite birds from the Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary along Riverlands Way near West Alton, MO.  This area is managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and is a favorite fishing spot for the Bald Eagle.  It is located along the western edge of the Mississippi River just across the Clark Bridge above Melvin Price Locks and Dam.  From late December to late February dozens of eagles scan the waters of Ellis Bay for a bite to eat.  Nearly 100 eagles were viewed at this location recently.  Visitors are also welcome to stop in at the Rivers Project Office to pick up information, use the restrooms, or view the eagles from the comfort of the indoors.  
Seymour Bluffs is making his debut in the new book “Seymour Bluffs and the Legend of the Piasa Bird” by Phyllis Bechtold.  To help commemorate the book’s release, Bechtold will be at the National Great Rivers Museum from 10:00 PM to 5:00 PM on February 17th, 18th, and 19th, for a book signing and story-time.  As Bechtold reads, the pages of the book will be projected on the theater’s big-screen.  This event is sponsored by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, and is free of charge.  A portion of any book sales from the event will be donated to the Meeting of the Rivers Foundation.
Between scheduled events, you will want to visit the Confluence Bookstore where you will find local works, eagle memorabilia and other special treasures to take home with you.  Don’t forget to visit the museum gallery, theater and tour the Melvin Price Locks and Dam.  Dress for the weather, with warm layered clothing, warm boots, hats, gloves, or mittens.   Our friendly staff and Meeting of the Rivers Foundation Volunteers will be pleased to assist you in learning about our national treasure, the American Bald Eagle!
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