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ALTON, IL – Are you looking for something to do with the family this summer?  The National Great Rivers Museum in Alton, IL is hosting its Summer Film Festival.  Every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday at 11:00 AM, a film will begin.  The festival will showcase a different film every two weeks, for a total of six films. There is no charge to see the films and the festival is open to everybody!  
The first film will be Secrets of the Master Builder beginning June 5.  Secrets of the Master Builder tells the story of James B. Eads, one of the world’s great engineers. As a St. Louisan and a river man, he strove to better the city and the Mississippi River.
A Man, A Plan, A Canal begins June 19 and takes viewers to the indomitable Panamanian Jungle with a succession of engineers who are trying to build the impossible: the Panama Canal

Fireworks! will begin July 3. From fireworks’ inception in ancient China to the modern American 4th of July celebrations, it is all in this one hour video along with dazzling pyrotechnic displays.

Myths and Moundbuilders begins July 17. Myths and Moundbuilders explores the mystery enshrouding Cahokia Mounds. Enjoy a modern look at this local ancient culture.

Building Big: Dams begins July 31. Rivers all over the world have been altered by dams. Learn how these monumental structures were built and how they changed not only the rivers, but also history.

Building Big: Bridges begins August 14.  From caissons to cables, building bridges has never been easy. Learn why some bridges succeed and others fail disastrously.
In addition to the films, free tours of Melvin Price Locks and Dam are given daily at 10:00 AM, 1:00 PM, and 3:00 PM.  The Confluence Store is also open daily for river and nature related books and gift items.  The National Great Rivers Museum is located two miles South of the Clark Bridge on Highway 143 in Alton, or 2 miles North of the intersection of Highways 3 and 143.  For more information, call 1-877-462-6979 or visit www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Rivers/museum.
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