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the Clean Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.  The accompanying ILF 
prospectus outlines the circumstances and manner in which this ILF Program will provide a 
compensatory mitigation option to permit applicants under the Corps permit program.  The use of the 
ILF Program to compensate for unavoidable impacts to aquatic resources is a decision of the Corps 
of Engineers and there is no guarantee that any particular individual or general permit will be granted 
authorization because of proposed use of this ILF.     
 
Heartlands Conservancy (program sponsor) is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) corporation in Mascoutah, 
Illinois.  Incorporated in 1989, the organization operated under the name Southwestern Illinois 
Resource Conservation & Development until 2012. The mission of the organization is to provide 
leadership and solutions to sustain and enrich the environmental resources of southwestern Illinois. 
Heartland Conservancy focuses its efforts on three program areas: land conservation, building 
greener communities and engaging individuals with nature. (See Sponsor Qualifications in Section 4 
(G) within the Prospectus, page 12) 
 
The sponsor proposes to establish the ILF Program under the mitigation rule as a compensatory 
wetland and stream mitigation program. Funds generated by the sale of credits will be used by the 
sponsor to identify, plan, and implement various types of compensatory mitigation projects. The 
sponsor will accept the transfer of mitigation responsibility from permit applicants and will assume all 
legal responsibility for satisfying mitigation requirements for which fees have been accepted (i.e., 
implementation, performance, and long term management of specific mitigation sites as outlined in 
the accompanying prospectus). The ILF Program proposes two types of credits available for 
purchase by a permittee, advanced credits and released credit. The advanced credits are in-lieu fee 
credits sold in advance of mitigation sites generating released credit. (See the total Advanced Credits 
requested by the sponsor within Section 6 (B) of the Prospectus, page 19) The selection of individual 
mitigation projects, as well as specific project partners, will occur on an on-going basis as ILF 
mitigation needs are realized. Individual projects will be provided to the IRT for consideration, 
comment, modification and approval.  
 
Oversight of this ILF program will be conducted by the Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District, as well 
as, the US Environmental Protection Agency, the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources. This oversight group is defined as the Interagency Review Team 
(IRT) and is chaired by the Corps of Engineers.  The Corps and IRT have been provided an 
opportunity for a cursory review of the accompanying document. At this time the Corps has 
determined that it sufficiently meets the requirements for a complete prospectus and issuance of a 
public notice.  Public Notice P-2918 and the complete prospectus are posted on the St. Louis 
District’s Regulatory web pages:  
http://www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/PublicNotices/tabid/9126/Year/2015/Default.asp
x 
   
LOCATION MAPS AND DRAWINGS: See attached maps. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Additional information may be obtained by contacting Tyson Zobrist, 
Project Manager, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, at (314) 331-8578.  Your inquiries may also be sent 
by e-mail to Tyson.J.Zobrist@usace.army.mil. 
 
AUTHORITY: Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).  
 
PUBLIC HEARING: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this 
notice, that a public hearing be held to consider the applicant’s proposal.  Any request for a public 
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