
650 Pierce Boulevard, O’Fallon, Illinois 62269 618-624-6969 phone 618-624-7099 fax www.sciengineering.com 

 
 
 
 
 
November 7, 2013 
 
 
 
Ms. Anne Haaker 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
1 Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701-1507 
 
RE: Section 106 Project Information Request 
 Port of East St. Louis—North Cahokia Tract 
 St. Clair County, Illinois 
 SCI No.  2013-3194.40 
 
Dear Ms. Haaker: 
 
Please find enclosed a USGS topographic map (Figure 1) and an aerial photograph (Figure 2), showing 
the location of the proposed project in Sections 23 of Township 2N, Range 10W in St. Clair, County.   
The project area extends along the Metro-East Sanitary District levee from the railroad line onto the 
MacArthur Bridge (closed) and extends just south of Monsanto Avenue in Sauget, St. Clair County, 
Illinois Figure 3).  The current request for comment is part of the due diligence process prior to the 
proposed construction of an access road to serve the future Port of East St. Louis. 
 
No known archeological sites exist within the project area.   However, the project area has been subjected 
to several previous cultural resource surveys (Figure 4).  Beginning in 1994 the Illinois Transportation 
Archaeological Research Program investigated the levee portion of the current project area for the Metro 
East Levee Trail Project (Witty 1997, IHPA Doc. 8469).  Then in 2004, Markman & Associates 
conducted a Phase One Cultural Resource Survey (CRS) of a tract that encompasses all but the northern 
end of the subject tract (Markman 2004, IHPA Doc #13591).  More recently, in 2012, SCI Engineering, 
Inc, conducted a CRS of a tract that encompasses all but the southern end of the current project area 
(Booth 2012, IHPA Doc. #19660).  No cultural resources were identified in any of these surveys.  Rather, 
they all demonstrated that the areas investigated, including the current area of interest, represented areas 
that had once been part of the river channel that had historically been filled-in and reclaimed.  For 
example, in SCI’s 2012 investigations, an exploratory trench near the current project area revealed a thick 
A-horizon (50 cm thick) over loose yellowish brown sand (Photo 1).  The sand continued to 1.5 meters 
below the surface where the excavation was halted.  Based on the findings of SCI’s 2012 investigations, 
an IHPA “no historic properties are affected” memo was issued on August 11, 2012 (Appendix A).   
 
A check of the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency’s HAARGIS database indicated that there are no 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listed properties within one mile of the project area in 
Illinois. Two structures, both bridges, have been determined eligible for the NRHP. In addition, there are 
nine identified structures that may be eligible for listing on the NRHP, but have yet to be assessed.  None 
of these structures will be adversely affected by the proposed project. 
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Ms. Anne Haaker 2 November 7, 2013 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency  SCI No.  2013-3194.40 
 
 
As this project will likely involve Army Corps of Engineers permitting, we are requesting your comments 
pertaining to Section 106.  Should you have any questions regarding this submission, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at (618) 206-3034. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
SCI ENGINEERING, INC. 

 
Don L. Booth, MA 
Chief Archaeologist 
 
DLB/lf 
 
Enclosures 
 Figures 
 Photos 
 Appendix A – IHPA correspondence 
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 FIGURE 2
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH
RCVDRAWN BY
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 SCALE 1" = 500'
 FIGURE 3

PROJECT NAME
PORT OF EAST SAINT LOUIS -

NORTH CAHOKIA TRACT
SAUGET, ILLINOIS

SITE/SURROUNDING PROPERTIES MAP
RCVDRAWN BY

CHECKED BY DLB
JOB NUMBER
2013-3194.40

DATE
11/2013

GENERAL NOTES/LEGEND

DIMENSIONS AND LOCATIONS ARE APPROXIMATE; ACTUAL MAY VARY.
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FOR WHICH IT WAS GENERATED.

INDICATES APPROXIMATE RAILROAD LOCATION.
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PROJECT AREA
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 Photo 1.  SCI’s 2012 Trench 4 profile.  View to south. 
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APPENDIX A 
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