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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR ' SALLY J, PEDERSON

LT. GOVERNOR

THOMAS J. VILSACK
GOVERNOR

Jone, 24 2002

The Honorable Thomas E. White
Secretary of the Army

101 Ay Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20310

Dear-Secrctary White: -

1 am sending this letter to express my deepest concem about efforts undertaken by the United
States Army to assess the scope of radiological contamination at the lowa Amy Ammunition Plant
(‘TAAAP?) in Middletown, Iowa. As you are aware, several agencies are presently engaged in a site-wide
investigation of contamination on JAAAP property. However, efforts initiated by the State of Iowa to
solicit mformation, provide input, and otherwise engage in these activities, given our sirong concems
about the health, safety and welfare of plant workers nd area residents, have encountered significant
resistance from Army officials.. S

It is my expectation that the State of Jowa will serve as an active participant m the assessment and
remediation of radiological contamination at IAAAP. Restrictions on public access 1o historioal records,
and evidence calling into question the scope of the usage and storage radiological agents at TAAAP, a5
previously acknowledged by the Department of Energy and the Urdted States Army, would suggest that 2
more comprehensive assessment than was submitted to Congress should be prepared and implemented.

On two separate occasions, this offiée mvited Army officials to participate in a meeting to discuss -
matters related to potential radiological contarnination at INAAF. The Army ulumaiely rejected both
offers. The second offer was initially accepted after officials from the Rock Island Arsenal in Rock Island,
Mlinois agreed to participate in discussions with this office, and approved a proposed meeting agenda (I
have attached a copy of relevant correspondence for your records). Unfortmeately, Dennis. Bates cancelled

" thiis mieling 1ast week; after stating that Army oificials were having wovblcgenereting good responseste— - - -
our questions. These actions have done little to demonstrate 2 strong desire by Army officials to cooperate
with the State of Towa, and maintain an open line of commumication with this office.

Please accept this letter as a renewed vitation to schedule a meeting with my office to discuss
these matters of critical importance to the people of the State of Towa. A response 10 this request by July
8, 2002 would be appreciated. I look forward to your reSpon.se.and thank you for your attention to this

;i)atter. o

: ...' . -.=:--f ‘?':Siﬁ'(':f:rely,’ .

T Thorad xsack[‘

FAX 515-281-6611

STATE CAPITOL  DES MOINES, JOWA S0312 515 281-5211
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- car Senator Tom Harkin
‘Semator Charles Grassley
Representative Leonard Boswell
Mr. Ruben Barrales, White House Governmental Affairs Director
Col. Randall D. Corbin, Commander of U.S. Munitions and Armarment, Rock Island, IL.

Lt. Col. Yolanda C. Dennis-Lowman, Commander of IAAAP, Mlddletown, IA.
Towa Department of Public Health
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THOMAS J. VILSACK OFFICE OF THE G’OVERNOR SaLLyY J. PEDERSON
GOVERNGOR STATE CAPITOL LT. GOVERNOR
DES MOINES, IOWA 503198
515 281-5211

FAX 515-281-6611

June 6, 2002

My, Dennis L. Bates

Chief, General Law .

Deparmment-ofthe Argay - - o G mmmm el memepL rm S emm emee e
Headquarters, U.S. Army Operauons Support Commamd

I Rock Island Arsenal

Rock Island, IL 61299

Dear Mr. Bates:

This confirms our telephone conversation concerning Governor Vilsack’s invitation to
discuss issues related to potential radioactive contamination at the lowa Army Ammunition
Plant. After several conversations, you reported that United States Army officials Ha¥® accepted
Govemnor Vilsack’s invitation to meet for the purpose of holding the above-mentioned
discussions.

It is our understanding that Colonel Hobby, Chief of Staff at the Rock Island Arsenal,
will meet with Governor Viisack on Tuesday, June 18, 2002, at 4:00 p.an. The meeting will be
held in the Govemor™s Office at the State Capitol in Des Moines, Iowa.

The topics that Governor Vilsack wishes to discuss include: 1) adequate planning,
, assesstoent, and remediation activities designed to identify and clean up all radioactive
NRPRERRE .mmmnqua-&bmely—%s&mm%ﬂ%ﬁmm “ASSESSNEDL;
and remedlanon activities designed to identify and clean up all radioactive contarmation at
JAAAP in a timely fashion; 3) the use of a site-wide survey to identify fadioactive contamination
at IAAAP; and 4) JAAP and American QOrdinance cooperation with former workers and their
families in securing medical records, and all accompanying documentation.

Please notify me if you have any questions or comments concerning this letter. We look
forward to meeting with Colonel Hobby in a couple of weeks.

Sincerely,

N B

N. Brian Geni
General Counsel
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discus ition Flane
i i esgment and requediation activinies at the Jowa Anmy Amuianiion £22
in m&w&”@o facilitate this offoxt, Goversor Viisack seia letter to Secretary White

Om July 5™, yon contacted this office 0 confirm Teceipt of the govetoor’s letter to
Smmmdwumressedthcn@mmofﬂmwsﬁwm participate o 2
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We mvite Army and Army Coms of Baginesr officisls to attend & MEIE with Governor
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1 T s ‘ldmr. Pleasc contact
[ will attempt to contact you by telephone to nohfy you gbout this } :
roe l@n?{; ze!:.e.iptft to confirm the attendance of Arary and Army Corps of Bugmeers officisls.

Please do not hesitate {0 contact me shauid you have any other questions regarding these
mztters. We look forward to meeting with the designated representatives on July 26™

Sinceraly,

A Prsam,
N. Btism, Ged
General Counsel

Co:  Senator Tom Harkin
Representative I . o
Mr. Ruben Barrales, White House ggzcmmcml Affairs Dircetor
Mr. Thomas E. ‘White, Secretary of the Amy .
Col. Randall D. Corbin, Commender of U.S, Miumitions Armament, Rock Island, TL.
. 1t Col. Yalanda C: Depans-Lowman, Commander of JAAAP, Middletown, IA.
Brig. General Ron Dardis, Adjueant General of lowa ] ‘
Dr. Stephen C. Gleason, Director of Towa Department of Public Health
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