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INSTALLATIONS AND ENVIRONMENT
110 ARMY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON DT 20310-0710
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Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack
Gavemor of lowa

Stata Capital

Des Moines, |A 50318

Dear Govamor Vils'ack:

Thank you for your lettar of Aprll 19, 2001 expressing your concems about past
and present activites aithe lowa Army Ammunition Plant (IAAAP) in Burlington, lowa
peraining to the handling, staraga and cleanup of radioactiva matarials. Pleasa be
assured that Army shares your desire for a tforough review of actvities at IAAAP, 8
complete assessment of risks associated with any confamination present and uftimately
tha protection of human health and the environment. ;

Two coordinated efforts are under way 10 address contamination at the LAAAP.
The first effort is being carried out undar the Army's Installation Restoration Program
{IRP). A second effort was recently initiated under the Formerty Utitized Sites
Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). FUSRAF is a former Department of Energy
{DOE) program transferred 10 the Amy in Fiseal Yaar 1898 1o address sites
contaminated as a result of the natlan’s sarty atomic energy development activities.
The Coips of Enginesrs is avaluatng the JAAAP for possible indiusion in FLSRAPR
based on a referral from the DOE. The Carps must determing whether e FUSRAP--
related contamination poses a threat 1o public healih or the anvironment following the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act {CERCLA)
before ncluding the site in FUSRAP for remediation. it has initiated a Preliminary
Assassment (PA) under CERCLA to make this determinatian.

_ In suppart of this PA, Army archivists and historians have heen gathering
documents relevant 10 IAAAP's rals in the nation's early atomic energy developmant
activities. in addition, they have interviewed former Atomic Energy Cammission (AEC)
smployees who might have been involved in these activities. These documents were
made available to all interested parties including the Jowa Department of Public Health,
The Army has farwarded requasts for additional inforriatien from the Department of
Public Health 1o the DOE and anticipates a prefiminary response by Jater this month.

Since some ¢oentamination has been confirmed at Firing Sites 8 and 12, a
rediological waikover to help characterize the contamination in thosa areas is baing
conducted and me results will ba inciuded in the PA. The PA, 1o be completad in the
summer of 2001, will be the hasis for detenmiring whether further investigations are
required and whether a fiyover woulld facilitate such investigations.
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The Army will continue to coardinate and consult with the lowa Department of
Public Health and other stakeholders throughout this procass.

Your interest in this matter i3 greatly appraciated.

Sncerely,

i 7@/
Zymond J. Faz
Deputy Assistant Secrstary of the Army
(Environment, Safety and Occupational Heaith)
OASA(I&E)
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