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Upper Mississippi River Restoration 
Program         IL, IA, MN, MO and WI  

Location and Description: 
 
This program includes the Upper Mississippi River 
between the Twin Cities in Minnesota and the mouth of 
the Ohio River, the Illinois Waterway, and small portions 
of tributaries that have commercial navigation channels.  
The Upper River Restoration Program consists of two 
primary components: (1) Habitat Rehabilitation and 
Enhancement Projects (HREP) and (2) Long-Term 
Resource Monitoring Program (LTRMP).  Habitat 
projects include dredging backwater areas and channels, 
constructing dikes, creating and stabilizing islands, and 
controlling side channel flows and water levels.  Long-
term resource monitoring includes monitoring trends and 
impacts with respect to selected resources, developing 
useful products for resource management decisions, and 
maintaining river information databases.  The economic 
impacts of recreation study were conducted to estimate 
recreation expenditures for river dependent activities so 
that all significant values are considered when evaluating 
management options for this multiple use river system.  
 

AUTHORIZATION:   
 
Original authorization provided by the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) of 1986, and amended by 
WRDAs of 1990, 1992, and 1999 
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