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Corps of Discovery II Coming to Rend Lake  
 
(Benton, IL.) --- Corps of Discovery II: 200 Years to the Future continues its second year on 
tour with a visit April 7 through April 11 at the Rend Lake Visitor Center at Rend Lake Dam. 
 
“Corps II will be in Illinois with our friends in the Benton/West City area and our Lewis and 
Clark Trail partners at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,” said Gerard Baker, Superintendent of 
the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail and Corps of Discovery II. 
 
“Our friends at the Corps of Engineers have been working for months in preparation of Corps II 
and a five-day event at the lake,” Baker said. “Although the National Park Service takes care of 
the Lewis and Clark Trail today, the original expedition was a military unit led by Army captains 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. The mobile Corps II exhibit came about because of the 
continuing and collaborative efforts of many local, state and tribal entities and federal agencies 
like the Park Service and the Corps of Engineers.”  
 
In addition to programs about the military expedition, Corps of Discovery II and the Bicentennial 
of the 1803-06 Lewis and Clark Expedition offer opportunities to hear the stories of the Indian 
nations Lewis and Clark encountered, Baker said. 
 
The tents of Corps of Discovery II will be set up at the Rend Lake Visitor Center. Corps II is free 
and open to the public from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 7 through April 11.  
 

Corps of Discovery II  
 
Corps of Discovery II is the lead mobile exhibit to commemorate the 1803-06 Lewis and Clark 
Expedition. Dozens of original programs and films are planned for the “Tent of Many Voices” at 
Corps II. Highlights include films by Ken Burns and Dayton Duncan and National Park Service 
ranger programs on the expedition and history and culture programs by American Indians. 
 
Opening ceremonies start in the Tent of Many Voices at 1 p.m. April 7. In addition to Corps II 
programs, there is a Lewis and Clark 1804 Easter Egg hunt at 10 a.m. Saturday at the Rend Lake 
Visitor Center and an Easter sunrise service at 6 a.m. Sunday at the visitor center amphitheater. 
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“The stories of the Lewis and Clark Expedition come alive in the Tent of Many Voices,” Baker 
said. “We host people who share with visitors what the Expedition means to them. We will have 
speakers from the American Indian nations that had contact with Lewis and Clark and we will 
also have presenters from federal land management agencies who will visit about their 
responsibilities to the land and the people and the Lewis and Clark stories. 
 
Local culture is also part of the Tent of Many Voices and Tim Bischoff of the Corps of Engineers 
said regional speakers are being lined up for programs in the Tent of Many Voices on April 2 and 
3. Other weekend highlights include hands on exhibits, a 16-foot tall Plains Indian tipi, USDA 
Forest Service “Experience” booth, local artisans, re-enactors and a keelboat display. 
 
“We will feature guests in each locality who will relate the stories of how new cultures came to 
the area and how they impacted that community and made it what it is today,” Baker said. “The 
Tent of Many Voices is also a place for visitors to think and talk about what life along the Lewis 
and Clark Trail might look like in the next 200 years.” 
 
Make school group reservations for Corps II by calling 618-724-2493. 
 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition spent 181 days in Illinois, the second-longest stay along the trail. 
Here they recruited and trained for the expedition, acquired supplies and information and molded 
the extraordinary team that would succeed in a journey to the Pacific Ocean and return. 
 
Corps of Discovery II is the collaborative effort of thousands of people in federal agencies, 
American Indian nations, trail states and local communities like Alton. The National Park Service 
is the lead agency for the exhibit, provides most of the exhibit funding and staff from the Lewis 
and Clark National Historic Trail offices in Omaha, NE. 
 
Corps II partners in the Rend Lake area include the US Army Corps of Engineers, Franklin 
County Tourism, Southern Illinois Tourism Development Office, Today’s Country W3D, Wal-
Mart Supercenter, Benton Kiwanis and Benton/West City Ministerial Alliance.  

 
“Corps of Discovery II is a wonderful way to learn about our nation’s history,” said Baker, “and it’s a 
wonderful way to learn about ourselves as Americans and ask where we are going in the next 200 
years.” 
 
To learn more about the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial and the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
please visit these web sites: 

 
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail www.nps.gov/lecl 
Discovery Expedition of St. Charles www.lewisandclark.net  
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial www.nps.gov/jeff  
Federal Interagency Lewis and Clark Partnership www.lewisandclark200.gov  
National Council of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial www.lewisandclark200.org  
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation www.lewisandclark.org  
Peter Kiewit Institute www.lewisandclarkgnet.org 
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