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Confluence Heritage Area...where the
Grand Kaskaskia meets the Mighty
Mississippi in Randolph County, lllinois.
This territory is rich in folklore, natural
beauty, culture and history. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers has helped develop
river resources for improved and reliable
navigation, flood damage reduction,
water supply, environmental quality and
water-based public recreation. From the
Eagle Watch in February to camping and
picnicking any time, the locality offers four
seasons of enjoyable activities. Thank you
for visiting the Confluence Heritage Area.
May your time here instill a sense of its
beauty and significance.
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Kaskaskia River Project - Kaskaskia Lock & Dam
and Visitor Center
4800 Lock and Dam Road, Modoc, IL 62261
618-284-7160
WWW.mvs.usace.army.mil/Kaskaskia

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Middle
Mississippi River National Wildlife Refuge
1293 Rocky Hollow Road, Rockwood, IL 62280
618-763-4420
www.fws.gov/refuge/middle_mississippi_river

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency -
Randolph County Historic Sites
1350 State Route 155, Prairie du Rocher, IL 62277
618-284-7230 - www.ftdechartres.com

Randolph County -
Chester Welcome Center
10 By-Pass Road, Chester, IL 62233
618-826-2721 - www.chesteril.com
www.edrandolphcounty.com

Ste. Genevieve -
Welcome Center
66 South Main Street, Ste. Genevieve, MO 63670
573-883-7097 - www.visitstegen.com

Highway Mileage Chart (to the Lock & Dam)

From St. Louis, MO................. 60 miles
From Cape Girardeau, MO....... 65 miles
From Springfield, IL.................... 145 miles
From Paducah, KY............. 125 miles

From Evansville, IN.......... 160 miles

US Army curgs
of Engineers

[ Illinois Historic
Preservation Agency

Ste

BT é Genevieve
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Confluence
Heritage Area

. Missouri River and the Ohio River, the
- Mississippi River system drains all or parts
- of 31 U.S. states stretching from the Rocky

& River system the fourth largest watershed,
£ the fourth longest and most economically 3
- important river in the world! Witness the

stn L RIVETS,

——

= Rivers—

The Mighty Mississippi

* The Mississippi is the largest river system in

North America. Approximately 2,300 miles
long, the river originates at Lake Itasca in
Northern Minnesota and flows southward
to its delta which enters the Gulf of Mexico.
With its other two great tributaries, the

Mountains to the Appalachian Mountains.
The drainage basin or watershed of the

Mississippi covers more than 1,245,000

square miles, approximately 40 percent of
the continental U.S. making the Mississippi
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The Grand Kaskaskia

The second longest river in lllinois,
the Kaskaskia River, originates in Champaign
County and flows in a southwesterly direction
approximately 292 miles to its confluence
with the Mississippi River in Randolph
County. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has
constructed and operates two flood damage
reduction reservoirs along the Kaskaskia
River, Carlyle Lake and Lake Shelbyville. The
lock, dam and 36 mile long navigable channel
at the Kaskaskia River Project were also
constructed and are maintained by the Corps
of Engineers. The lock and dam structure
maintains nine foot navigation depths that
eeded for commercial towing and '
perations. The lllinois Department of
ral Resources manages approximately
20,000 acres of public lands along the
waterway for fish and wildli vation
and outdoor recreation. 5% g
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The Kaskaskia River Confluence
Trail and Heritage Area

Located at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Kaskaskia River Project, the Kaskaskia River
Confluence Heritage Trail leads to where the
Kaskaskia and Mississippi Rivers meet. This
paved, half-mile hiking and biking trail is
ideal for people of all ages and abilities. The
trail winds through high quality bottomland
forest and offers diverse native wildlife
watching opportunities. When you reach
the stone amphitheater and fire ring, relax
and enjoy the spectacular experience of the
Kaskaskia and Mississippi Rivers confluences,,
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