Dardenne Creek Watershed Study Meeting – Meeting Notes, 29 March, 2005.
Attendees:

Todd Antoine, GRG

Richard Ash
John Boeckmann, USACE

Gerry Boehm, Greenway Network

Marvin Boyer, MDC

Renee Cook, NRCS

Kevin Corwin, GBA

Nick Donze, St. Charles County

Mike Duvall, St. Charles County

Jim Gigliotti, Development Consultants, Inc.

Jerry Hurlbert, GBA

Bill Malach, St. Peters

Jim Mitas, Congressman Akin’s Office

Caitlyn Peel, HBA

Charlie Perkins, St. Charles County Soil and Water Conservation District

John Reeves, St. Charles City

Larry Ruff, Greenway Network

Agenda:
· Recent study work

· cross section survey contract for four small Dardenne Creek tributaries

· helicopter trip over the Creek

· website development

· Next Steps for study

· Next Year’s Funding 

Notes:
1. Before John Boeckmann opened the meeting, Caitlyn Peel of HBA announced that this would probably be the last meeting she attends as the HBA representative.  She stated that she would pass on information about the project to her successor.
2. John Boeckmann went through a power point presentation covering recent project work, and highlighted the recent helicopter trip, the new cross section survey contract, and the development of a new website for the study.

a. Helicopter Trip:  The flight took place on March 1st, and John was accompanied by Todd Antoine of GRG, Frank Godwin of O’Fallon, and Jamie Salvo of St. Charles County.  Video copies will be made available to those who requested one. (Note: there were some technical difficulties with the video, so copies of the final version won’t be ready for a few weeks.  John will try to get the copies made and bring them to the next meeting we have.)

b. Cross section survey contract began in February, and is scheduled to be complete in late April.  This gives us plenty of time to work with the data and get it input into the hydraulic model with HEC-RAS.  This survey contract results in minor changes to scope of work, but no change to the schedule for overall completion of project.

c. John and a co-worker at the Corps completed a test version of a Dardenne Creek Watershed Study website.  A demonstration of the site was given at the end of the meeting, and the CD was submitted to Mike Duvall of St. Charles County, to get the test version online for a trial basis.  When the website is online, all meeting attendees will be given its location, and they will be able to send comments to John about the site.  (After looking over the website, and receiving comments from someone else at the Corps, John already has a few changes and corrections to make.)
3. Todd Antoine wanted to mention project funding for the next Fiscal Year, and others asked for a brief rundown of the funding situation from the Corps’ standpoint.  John stated that the same funding amounts would be required for FY 06 as for the first two fiscal years of the study.  We hope to get $100,000 in federal funding and a matching amount in non-federal money.  Todd then indicated that the local contributions would need to be the same as before (totaling $50,000), and discussions should be initiated to be sure that the local funding could be provided by late August or early September.  (As was the case last year, if the non-federal source of funding is provided to the Corps by mid-September, there will be no interruption in the continuation of the study.)
4. Jerry Hurlbert asked about the later two phases of the project (to take place after the completion of the watershed study).  He was interested in knowing whether it was too early to start thinking about funding for that portion of the project.  John responded that he was brought into the project for the watershed study, and had not been present for discussions about later phases that could take place after the watershed analysis.  John will check with his supervisor, Dennis Stephens, as well as project management at the Corps, to be sure that the ball keeps rolling with respect to funding the next phases of the project.
5. Marvin Boyer of MDC began a discussion of possible uses for the Fishkill Fine money that is available to be spent on Dardenne Creek.  He stated that after a canoe trip down the straightened section of the Creek, grade control structures are no longer being considered as an option.  Marvin suggested that the best use of the money would be something with a direct physical effect on the quality of the stream.  Anyone with ideas should contact Marvin directly, at the Busch Memorial Conservation Area.  Business cards were provided by Marvin.
6. Considering the need for discussions about funding the project in FY06 and beyond, the team agreed that we should have another meeting in early to mid May.  John will send an e-mail message in mid-April to ask about possible dates for the meeting.  Prior to that meeting, Todd and John will initiate discussions within their organizations concerning funding for next fiscal year.
