Dardenne Creek Helicopter Trip #2:  Last June, John Boeckmann, ED-HE, and local representatives took a helicopter tour of Dardenne Creek in St. Charles County.  The trip served as a helpful introduction to the project area for the Watershed Study, and also provided a very valuable video product with GIS referencing.  However, at the time of the flight, some details of the stream were not viewable through heavy tree cover along the creek.  Therefore, the project budget and scheduling allowed for another trip to be taken this year, while the trees were bare and the view was unobstructed.
On March 1st, Boeckmann was again joined by local representatives and toured the creek with the help of Fostaire Helicopters.  Due to the widespread and rapid development of land in St. Charles County, it was easy to see many residential projects and road projects underway, and their effects on the nearby stream quality.  Some startling photos were taken that illustrate this phenomenon.  The photos below show a comparison of two development sites, and are labeled accordingly.  The GIS-referenced video with commentary by the passengers will be an invaluable reference tool for completion of the watershed study.
Development off Highway DD (poor erosion control) ( Resulting Stream Quality
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Highway N relocation (silt fence visible along creeks) ( Better Stream Quality
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