Dardenne Creek Meeting Minutes – August 25, 2004

Attendees:

Richard Astrack, USACE-Project Mgmt.

Russ Batzel, City of St. Peters

John Boeckmann, USACE-Hydraulics

Gerry Boehm, Greenway Network, Inc.

Marvin Boyer, MO Dept of Conservation

Renee Cook, USDA – NRCS

Nick Donze, St. Charles County

Perry Eckhardt, MO Dept of Conservation

Jim Gigliotti, Development Consultants

Jerry Hurlbert, Cottleville, Dardenne Prairie, GBA

Jim Mitas, Congressman Akin’s Office

Caitlyn Peel, HBASTL

John Reeves, City of St. Charles

Andy Richter, USACE-Hydraulics

Mark Terhardt, City of St. Peters

Discussion and Notes:

1.  Russ Batzel made a few opening remarks and said that Todd Antoine and Darlene Harris couldn’t make it to today’s meeting.  Todd will be available in the office next week to meet and talk about funding for the next phase of the project. 

2.  John Boeckmann presented a progress report with a power point presentation.  He displayed slides showing site visit photos, aerial photography investigations, computer modeling comparisons, and requested cross section survey locations.  He also talked about project execution in terms of funds expended.  John will coordinate with St. Charles County to present this information, which will be used to send grant request documents to Missouri DNR.  John’s powerpoint presentation is also attached here.

3.  John distributed copies of the Helicopter Trip Video on DVD.  He said that Red Hen Systems software is on the DVD in a trial version, but it cost us about $1,500 to purchase a full version of the software.  John will contact Red Hen to find out about the ability of the software to perform screen capture images from the video.

4.  Perry Eckhardt of MDC asked if work in kind could be used to fund a portion of the project sponsor money, and Rich Astrack responded by saying that work in kind needed to be included in the original project scope and agreement.  However, Rich also said that the agreement could be renegotiated to include work in kind, if it was shown to be worthwhile and necessary to the project.

5.  Gerry Boehm talked about the Dardenne Citizens Watershed Alliance meeting on August 31st, 2004 at St. Charles County Community College.  He distributed a printout of the agenda for the meeting, and mentioned that John would be giving a small presentation about the stormwater study.  Gerry and Russ made suggestions for the type of information that John could present, such as what a hydraulic study consists of, and why the Corps of Engineers is involved in the project.

6.  A discussion about the Dardenne Creek Watershed Alliance website was initiated by Gerry Boehm.  Gerry again suggested that the Greenway Network’s existing Dardenne Creek website could be modified to suit the needs of the Dardenne Watershed study group.  Caitlyn Peel of HBA renewed her organization’s objections to the possible use of that existing site, saying that it would be misleading, and that people could stumble upon the website and think that it was sponsored by Greenway Network.  Caitlyn also stated that she felt that HBA was not the only organization that felt this way.  Russ interceded, and said that the discussion should be postponed until Todd Antoine of Great Rivers Greenway could weigh in on the issue.  John will contact Todd as soon as possible to set up a meeting for next week.

7.  Marvin Boyer of MDC said he was involved with studying the recent accidental sewage spill and fishkill in Dardenne Creek by Duckett Creek Sanitation District.  He stated that fines would be levied for around $40,000 to cover wild life damage, and he wanted to know if it was possible to reinvest the money collected to the area affected, by way of this project.  Marvin said that it would still be anywhere from 2 to 10 months before any money would be collected, and when that occurs, we will revisit the possibility of putting the money to use on the project, possibly for grade control to help repair portions of the Dardenne Creek channel that has been incised.

8.  Gerry Boehm mentioned two other events of possible interest to the group in the upcoming months.  They were the Clean Water Celebration at the Science Center on October 14-16, and the Dardenne Creek cleanup on October 23rd (not sure about the date – Gerry, correct me if I’m wrong).

Submitted by John Boeckmann, 8-27-04

