Dardenne Creek Watershed Meeting Notes

3:00 PM, 15 July 2004 – St. Peters City Hall

Attendees:

Todd Antoine, Great Rivers Greenway
Ray Hudak, USDA-NRCS

Russ Batzel, City of St. Peters

Shawn Huffman, McBride & Sons

John Boeckmann, U.S.A.C.E.


Jerry Hurlbert, George Butler Associates

Gerry Boehm, Greenway Network

Dave Kreighbaum, U.S.A.C.E.

Don Brannam, St. Charles County

Bill Malach, City of St. Peters

Nick Donze, St. Charles County

Jim Mitas, Congressman Akin’s Office

Mike Duvall, St. Charles County

Caitlyn Peel, HBA

Perry Eckhardt, Missouri DOC

John Reeves, City of St. Charles

Frank Godwin, City of O’Fallon

Mark Terhardt, City of St. Peters

Notes:

1.  After introductions, Russ Batzel opened the meeting and talked briefly about the agenda.  The meeting was held to update everyone on the status of the Dardenne Creek Study by the Corps of Engineers.  We also wanted to talk about planning for work on the project for the next fiscal year, and how funding will be accomplished.

2.  John Boeckmann then talked about the status of each task on the original scope of work for the project.  The project update was provided in a 2-page handout which is included at the end of this document.  The handout also included some additional notes about the future of the project, and setting up channels of communication between the Corps and the sponsoring communities.

3.  A video was displayed on the LCD projector, which showed a recording of the helicopter site visit that was made on June 8th, by John Boeckmann, Gerry Boehm, Jerry Hurlbert, and Bill Malach.  It was noted that the tree cover made it difficult to see all physical details of the Creek and surrounding areas, but another trip could be planned in the late fall or winter, as project funding allows.

4.  Another note was mentioned about the Helicopter DVD by John Boeckmann; the georeferencing of the video is only viewable with a special software package called Media Mapper.  It costs about $2,000, and was created by Red Hen Systems.  (See www.redhensystems.com for more info.)  Another option for viewing the geo-referenced video is an ArcGIS extension, also offered by Ren Hen Systems, for about $1400.  John said that just the video itself was viewable on a system with Internet Explorer and a DVD-ROM drive, or simply using a DVD player and television.  (9 of the meeting attendees requested copies of the video, which will be provided at the next meeting.)

5.  Funding the project for the Corps’ 2005 Fiscal Year was the next topic of discussion.  John Boeckmann explained that the ideal funding situation would be another $100,000 submitted to the Corps by mid-September.  The Corps’ project manager, Rich Astrack, provided this information, along with the estimate developed by the Hydraulics Branch for the workload that can be accomplished.

6.  Russ Batzel commented that some cities are depending on getting funding from the State of Missouri to cover their portion of the cost share with Great Rivers Greenway.  He also reminded John Boeckmann to report to J.D. Schuenemeyer when certain percentages of the work are complete, so that the State could pay the local communities.

7.  The topic of using an Internet website for information about the project came up, and Gerry Boehm stated that the Greenway Network already has a site underway that could be expanded upon.  John Boeckmann agreed to submit more information for inclusion to the site.  The local communities agreed to place a link to this website on each of their own websites.  The Greenway Network’s web page for Dardenne Creek is located at: http://dardenne.naturallystcharles.com/.  The Corps still maintains an FTP site for larger data files and digital photos, at ftp.mvs.usace.army.mil/Dardenne_Creek.

8.  Jim Mitas mentioned that a source of land use and soil data would be the NRCS, and Ray Hudak of NRCS commented that he or Renee Cook could supply the Corps with that information, if they didn’t already possess it.  John Boeckmann said he would check their usual sources of data and contact Renee or Ray if he needed additional information.

9.  Jim Mitas also asked if St. Charles County regulations required a certain setback distance from the creek where construction would be restricted, noting that different cities may have different requirements for this setback distance.  Mike Duvall responded for the County by saying that his office didn’t strictly enforce a countywide standard for that setback distance, but that a cooperative effort such as this study could certainly result in a general consensus that would be beneficial to Dardenne Creek.  Gerry Boehm also stressed that a requirement for the tributaries to Dardenne Creek would also be helpful for the water quality and stabilization of the stream.

10. Russ Batzel suggested that rainfall or streamflow gages might be a useful tool for calibration of the Corps’ models.  He noted that there are existing gages at Highway C in St. Peters and Highway K in O’Fallon.  John Boeckmann said that he acquired data from these gages using the link from the Greenway Network webpage, but that the last few years were the only data available.  Bill Malach responded by saying that the gages were installed in 1999 or 2000.  Russ added that new gages could be added if they would be beneficial to the project.  John said that he would talk with another hydraulic engineer with the Corps, Joel Asunskis, to determine which locations would be the most useful to gage for the hydrologic and hydraulic models.  John asked if the funding for this project would be used to pay for the installation and maintenance of the gages, and Russ indicated that it was a possibility, but not necessarily.

11. Todd Antoine commented that Great Rivers Greenway has received all of the signed copies of the community agreements for the project and sent out invoices for payment of the local share for the first phase of the project.  Todd also reported that the Barrett Haven project is moving forward and that Intuition & Logic is completing their field work on the Dardenne Creek section through that project and should complete a design report soon.  Russ Batzel asked if Todd could forward a copy of that report to the Dardenne Watershed Group when it is completed.  He said that he would.

12
The next meeting for the project was scheduled for around mid-August.  Russ Batzel agreed to coordinate the exact date with everyone and reserve the meeting room.

